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NGA Prayer 

 
     “Father of all mercies, we are clothed, we are fed,  
 
     we are sound in mind and body.  In gratitude  
 
     for these great blessings we offer material things  
 
     to those who are less fortunate.  Add our blessing,  
 
     we beseech Thee, to the work of our hands and  
 
     hearts so that each garment may carry to the  
 
     wearer, not only decency and warmth, but 
 
     courage, comfort, and hope for brighter days.  
 
     Amen”  
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

NGA is registered as required.  A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 
toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply 
endorsement. 

 
 

The number on the back of your program is for drawings and the 
auction.  It is registered to you. 

 

New Clothes for New Tomorrows 
™ 

Southampton Branch of NGA 70th Birthday Program                                   1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
The mission of the Southampton Branch of NGA is to improve 
the quality of life for those in need – infants, boys, girls, women, 
men, and families – through gifts of new clothes, linens, and 
toiletries.  This is done through the help of recognized, 
registered community organizations and agencies. 
 
 
 
We welcome you to our 70th birthday party picnic.  Supper will 
be served at 6 pm.  We anticipate an evening of good food, 
good friends, entertainment, an auction, and fun for all as we 
celebrate and learn about our 70 years of action and look toward 
our future. Thanks for coming to celebrate. 
 
 
 
Special thanks to the 70th Birthday Committee and those who 
volunteered in preparation for this evening, those who 
participate in tonight’s activities, the Richboro Shop N Bag for 
helping with food, and to the North and Southampton Reformed 
Church who generously provided space for our celebration.  
Additional thanks to the church for space for Working Sessions, 
special give-a-ways, and our auctions.  They are truly an 
important part of our winning team.  
 
 

 

New Clothes for New Tomorrows 
™ 
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THINGS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW  
 

Upcoming Calendar of Events: 
 
Mon. – Thurs., October 27 – 30 - Ingathering 
Thursday morning, October 30 - Agency Pickup of Our Gifts               
Sunday, November 2 - Auction Set Up 
Saturday, November 8 - Fall Auction  
Sunday, March 1, 2009 – Auction Set Up 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 – Spring Auction 
 
Contacts to Learn More about Our Branch: 
 

1. Get on our mailing list to receive our bi-annual branch 
newsletter.  Call 215-357-0121 and leave your name, 
phone, and intent and Mertz will get back to you in the 
relatively near future. 

2.  Visit Laura Castle’s website at www.lauracastle.com and 
link to her site about her family’s three-generation 
involvement in our branch.  Or go directly to her story at 
her website at www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org. 

3. E-mail Mertz Trembath at matjat@verizon.net and you 
should hear back within a couple of weeks. 

 
Ways You Can Help: 

 
1. Be informed. 
2. Give new items or supplies, financial support (make 

checks payable to Southampton Branch of NGA), time, 
items for or help at the auctions, computer aid, help at 
special events, write for our newsletter. 

3. Designate the Southampton Branch of NGA (our vendor 
#024360) as your Donor Choice (option) with United 
Way.  

4. Get others involved; tell our story! Anyone, any age, any 
group, any church, corporation and retailer is welcome to 
join our efforts. 
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ABBREVIATED SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH  
2007 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 
Income 
 Directly to Branch         $ 1,633 
 To Directors/spent by them   3,342 
 From Directorships to Branch   2,561 
 March Auction    5,258 
 November Auction    4,011 
 Other (Picnic & Restricted for News)     504 
      ___________ 

Total Gross       $   17,659 
 
 
Expenses 
 Operations (supplies, newsletters,      $ 1,202 
 postage, etc.) 
 March Auction       100 
 November Auction         65 
 Purchases by Directors   3,322 
 Purchases by Branch             15,071 
      ___________ 
   Total Expenses              $    20,160 
 
 

Notes: 
Rebates of $750 were used to secure 2,393 items. (Free!) 
Many store coupons were used to extend our purchase power. 
Directors purchased 5,923 items. 
The Branch bought 20,551 items. 
Expenditures of $18,393 secured 28,867 items. 
The approximate cost per item averaged $ .63. 
Individuals and groups donated 4,815 new clothes, linens and 
toiletries. 
We provided a total of 33,682 new items to those in need with 
operating expenses of only $1,202 including the production and 
mailing of two branch newsletters.  
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TAKE A LOOK AT OUR 2007 DISTRIBUTION 
 

Partner Agencies     Total 
In Distribution      Received 
 
Belmont Development Center   1178 
 
Bethesda Project     2363 
 
Bucks Co. Children & Youth    1627 
 
Bucks Co. Head Start     1408 
 
Caring People Alliance    1438 
 
Cedar Avenue House       516 
 
College Settlement       927 
 
Impact Services Corp.     2772 
 
Indian Valley Opportunity Center     831 
 
Lenape Valley Foundation    1011 
 
Libertae      1085 
 
No Longer Bound Prevention/Training Center 9244 
 
Phila Dept Human Services Children & Youth 8022 
 
Today, Inc.        918 
 
Woods Services Foundation      342 
 
Total Given by Branch             33682 
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North and Southampton Reformed Church Auditorium 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA  
 
View Branch Memorabilia Display 
Preparation of Birthday Presents at Your Table 
 

NGA Prayer 
Picnic Served at 6 pm 
   Each table of 20: 
 Choose 2 servers and 1 drink specialist 
 Create meaningful centerpiece 
 Get to know each other 
 Menu 

Hot dogs, pasta salad, chips, pickled veggies, tossed 
salad, pickles, ice water, lemonade, and assorted desserts 

Happy Birthday to Southampton Branch of NGA 
 

Program (Door prizes and winners will be announced.)   
  The Past 
 Revisit 1938 
 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
   The Present 
 Center Piece Judging 
 NGA Song 
 Our NGA – Willing Whistling Workers 
   The Future 
 Keepers 
 Outreach 
 Auction 
 Rap 

70th Birthday Party  
June 11, 2008 
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Southampton Branch of NGA – 70 Years of Action 
       Written for the Branch 70th Birthday Party Celebration  
 
 
In 1938, Southampton was a small town surrounded by farms.  
The Needlework Guild of America – known now as NGA – was 
active in Ivyland. (It was the big town in the area.) 
Southampton, as a community, got involved when Mrs. 
Marguerite Clemens and her doctor husband moved to town.  
She had been active with her mother in the Jarrettown Branch 
(club).  When Mrs. Frank Emory moved to town, Mrs. Clemens 
convinced  her and several local women to start the effort of 
providing new clothes for those in need in our town. Thus the 
Southampton Branch of The Needlework Guild was formed.  
Mrs. J. E. Chamberlain, Mrs. Thomas Clemens, Mrs. Charles 
Ermentrout, Mrs. A. W. Hoelscher, Miss Winifred James, Miss 
Mary Leedom, Mrs. C. Wilson Roberts, Mrs. Charles Sayre, 
Mrs. Warren Sinkler, and Mrs. John Terry were among the 
leadership of the new branch. 
 
Records from an October 1938 meeting held on the second floor 
of the old firehouse (which was at the corner of Second Street 
Pike and Knowles Avenue) show that 1000 new garments and 
$28.00 were received that year.  Mrs. Sophy Uthoff and Miss 
Clara Finney (Mrs. Donald Dungan) entertained the group with 
musical selections.  Although we are a charitable organization, 
readings, musical selections, and dramatic presentations were 
part of official meetings as was the custom for clubs at that 
time. (Note: In 1948, Southampton had a population of 1000.) 
 
Thirty-five years of helping others was celebrated with a lovely 
luncheon and entertainment at an area restaurant.  Several of the 
original directors joined branch leaders at this event.  We had 
made it over the lean years and were happy that we had decided 
to continue the special work of the guild. 
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10. Who here has been a branch director the longest? 
_____________________________________________ 

 
11. What is the NGA trademark symbol? 

_____________________________________________ 
 

12. NGA has a history built of “United Littles.”  What does 
that mean? ____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 
13. Why is the NGA SONG extra special to us? 

_____________________________________________ 
 
14. How many items did our branch give away in 2007? 

_____________________________________________ 
 
Answers found on page 7. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whistle While You Work 

 
Just whistle while you work……. 
Put on that grin and start right in to whistle loud and long 
Just hum a merry tune…… 
Just do your best and take a rest and sing yourself a song  
 
When there's too much to do 
Don't let it bother you, forget your troubles, 
Try to be just like a cheerful chick-a-dee  
 
And whistle while you work…. 
Come on get smart, tune up and start 
To whistle while you work. 
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ?   
 

1. When did the Southampton Branch of NGA start?  
_____________________________________________ 

 
2. What does the phrase “we give t, l, c” mean? 

_____________________________________________ 
 

3. To whom do we give our gifts? 
_____________________________________________ 

 
4. Who is part of our branch? 

_____________________________________________ 
 

5. How do we raise funds? 
_____________________________________________ 

 
6. Where do we get the gifts we give away? 

_____________________________________________  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
___________________________ 

 
7. How many years have we had auctions? 

_____________________________________________ 
 

8. When did our Working Session start? 
_____________________________________________ 

 
9. What happens at the Working Session? 

_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
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The branch celebrated 50 years of caring with a float in the 
1988 Southampton 4th of July Parade and an open house at the 
North and Southampton Reformed Church. (That was the year 
before the national organization changed our official name to 
“NGA” and thus our branch became known as the Southampton 
Branch of NGA.) At that time we announced providing 25,000 
new clothes, linens, and toiletries that helped people through 39 
community agencies. Leadership at that time included Mrs. 
William Barcalow, Mrs. Gustav Bechtold, Mrs. Horace Crane, 
Mrs. Francis Dolton, Mrs. Donald Dungan, Mrs. Grace Dungan, 
Mrs. John Fesmire, Mrs. Joel Klingman, Mrs. George Sinkler, 
and Mrs. John Trembath as well as ten of the original founders. 
 
From time to time the branch had a sewing group – 1949, 1962, 
and in 1968 our current Working Session was started. For a 
couple of years we held those monthly meetings at people’s 
homes.  That meant carting sewing machines, projects, fabric, 
patterns, scissors, tables, playpens, and kids.  Using the North 
and Southampton Reformed Church as our meeting place 
simplified matters and allowed for child care, storage, and space 
to get others involved. Danny Castle held the title of “comb 
king” for several years as he stickered combs for NGA from the 
time he was a tot. Working Session allowed us to distribute 
more often than just October.  
 
Our first few branch auctions were held for and at working 
session.  Things were sold for dimes and quarters and we wrote 
our name in the good book we bought and watched the list grow 
over the years.   We held our first public branch auction on a 
Wednesday night in 1974. We raised $335.00 for supplies and 
branch operational costs.  It was a success story and was 
generated from people’s “treasured trash” and “castoffs.”  In 
2007, over $9,000 was raised at our spring and fall auctions 
collectively.  These funds were used to purchase basic clothes, 
linens and toiletries for our neighbors in special need.  
Southampton Branch auctions have generated about $197,500 
to further the work of our branch. Approximately $93,700 of 
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that was raised in the last ten years. Volunteers of all ages make 
these events happen. 
 
Our ingatherings, prior to 1970, were held on a rotation basis at 
the various involved churches. We first considered using 
stickers for identification in 1945 and finally used them in the 
90’s when the national organization encouraged their use.  
 
For many years our branch shoe fund that was used to buy 
shoes for private cases.  It was discontinued in the 60’s.  We did 
have a couple of large shoe and boot distributions after that 
because of the generosity of the Trevose Shoe Store and 
Flaherty’s Shoes.  (Do you remember trying to match and clean 
dusty boots and rubbers all over Jack and Mertz’ home with two 
toddlers as helpers – naptime was really special.  Was that 
fun!!?!)   
 
Our branch has been active with “junior work” since the early 
40’s.  Many Southampton Brownies and Girl Scouts learned to 
hem, sew, and knit doing NGA projects.  We still have young 
people – boys and girls, school kids and scouts - involved, but 
as a part of the whole, not a separate group.  We…men and 
women, boys and girls…all work together to help those less 
fortunate.  We are an intergenerational group of people who 
care about others. 
    
The branch was and is a broad-based community effort.  Over 
the years the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, the Churchville 
Reformed Church youth group, circles, and congregation; the 
Bykota and the Willing Workers classes of the Davisville 
Church; the Lois Circle and Bible School of the Good Shepard 
Lutheran Church; The Church of the Redemption; Southampton 
Estates’ residents, card clubs, sewing groups, school kids, and 
the Southampton Women’s Club joined individuals, sports’ 
teams, neighborhoods and merchants (Knauers and Wards in the 
earlier days – Grants in the 70’s – and Ben Burnley in recent 
years) to collect, make, buy, or donate new items for 
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NGA LOGOS THROUGH THE YEARS 
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OUR BRANCH AUCTIONS 
 

YEAR M N 
Net 

Income    YEAR M N 
Net 

Income  

2008 x   $3,646.30   1996 x   $6,162.88 
2007   x $4,011.15   1995 x   $1,995.00 
2007 x   $5,258.35   1994 x   $1,994.00 
2006   x $3,446.60   1993 x   $1,993.00 
2006 x   $3,618.50   1992 x   $1,992.00 
2005   x $2,679.95   1991 x   $1,991.00 
2005 x   $4,963.35   1990 x   $1,990.00 
2004   x $2,727.50   1989 x   $1,989.00 
2004 x   $5,129.95   1988 x   $1,988.00 
2003   x $4,774.20   1987 x   $1,987.00 
2003 x   $5,596.84   1986 x   $1,986.00 
2002   x $3,554.81   1985 x   $4,480.86 
2002 x   $6,713.25   1984 x   $3,177.58 
2001   x $5,487.97   1983 x   $2,720.81 
2001 x   $5,534.97   1982 x   $2,781.27 
2000   x $3,584.64   1981 x   $2,572.41 
2000 x   $6,709.80   1980 x   $2,083.71 
1999   x $3,777.00   1979 x   $1,452.00 
1999 x   $6,899.80   1978 x   $669.60 
1998   x $2,825.00   1977 x   $601.70 
1998 x   $6,262.11   1976 x   $422.93 
1997   x $2,508.25   1975 x   $414.80 
1997 x   $6,679.74   1974 x   $335.00 

 
* M = March   N = November Auction 
 

Our public auctions have generated $197,495.10 according to 
our records.  That’s a lot of purchase power from dignified junk 
and treasured trash.   (And a lot of hard work.) 
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distribution through area charitable homes, hospitals and 
institutions.  
 
The Southampton Branch of NGA is proud to report giving 
33,682 items to people through 15 local school districts, 
training and prevention centers, rehab facilities, shelters, 
children and youth departments, and mental health programs in 
2007.  Through May this year, we have distributed 10,219 gifts 
of new items – jeans, jackets, t’s, undies, towels, wash cloths, 
hats, sleepers, hoodies, sweats, toothpaste, soap and deodorant, 
blankets, and sleeping bags, among other things -  during our 
Working Sessions.  During the last 70 years, the Southampton 
Branch of NGA has provided people suffering hard times 
(“needy” under the IRS laws) with over 789,430 items of new 
clothes, linens, and in most recent year’s toiletries to give them 
a better chance in life.  That’s over ¾ of a million and the last 
20 years have generated 552,080 of them.  That’s something to 
celebrate!   
 
What a difference a dedicated group of caring people can make 
in a community and with the people living there.  NGA gifts 
bring warmth, comfort, dignity and hope to the recipients. Our 
gifts, toiletries, linens and new clothes, share a lot of TLC  – 
caring and love. We change lives and save lives.  What a gift!  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Answers to Questions on Page 12 
1. 1938    10. ???  
2. Toiletries, linens, and clothes 11. A hanger with NGA 
3. People in need          through the bottom 
4. All who help in any way 12. When little groups of  
5. Mostly our auctions and         people work together, big 
    donations          things can happen.  Every 
6. Individuals, churches, scouts,        person is important. 
    clubs, schools, retailers  13. Our own Ethel Lodge  
7. 34 years          composed it 
8. 1968    14. 33,682 
9. Sorting, stickering, allocating, packing, sewing, cutting, knitting 
     record keeping, work, fun, and food 
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 LOOK AT THE GIFTS OUR BRANCH HAS GIVEN 
 YEAR ITEMS     YEAR ITEMS 

         
1938 1056  1974 4367 
1939 1428  1975 5627 
1940 1437  1976 5700 
1941 1679  1977 6117 
1942 1661  1978 5654 
1943 1464  1979 10962 
1944 1599  1980 10581 
1945 1587  1981 9050 
1946 1467  1982 10211 
1947 1552  1983 11883 
1948 1654  1984 13456 
1949 1700  1985 20724 
1950 2006  1986 22682 
1951 1775  1987 24398 
1952 1706  1988 26534 
1953 1960  1989 28123 
1954 1671  1990 25244 
1955 1932  1991 23768 
1956 1905  1992 24027 
1957 1905  1993 22069 
1958 2361  1994 21130 
1959 2228  1995 26723 
1960 2378  1996 22628 
1961 2195  1997 25745 
1962 2000  1998 28507 
1963 1904  1999 31918 
1964 2072  2000 30719 
1965 1990  2001 32751 
1966 1710  2002 31710 
1967 1678  2003 26911 
1968 2050  2004 30573 
1969 3037  2005 27177 
1970 3265  2006 32141 
1971 3952  2007 33682 
1972 4994  Total to date:       789,430 
1973 4980    
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NGA 

Gertrude Wallwork    Ethel D. Lodge 

 
 

 
 


