SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2013
News and views from our local branch!

40th Annual Fall Auction
Proceeds to buy new clothes, linens, and toiletries for neighbors in urgent need

Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry,
Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Doll Furniture, Vintage
Clothing, Household/Kitchen Items, Books, Small Furniture, Old
Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools, Collectibles, Military Items,
Frames, Handwork, Prints and Paintings, and Much More…

Paul donated his
bugle to us. He
played it for the
AmericanLegion
for many years.
Carm, former
music teacher,
was interested in
this instrument.
What goodies
will be at the
March auction?
Come and see!

Saturday – March 9, 2013
9 am – 3 pm ish (Doors Open at 8:30 am)
North & Southampton Reformed Church
East Wing Auditorium
1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch
Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA
Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Charity Providing New Clothes Since 1938
Check www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org week of auction
for more detailed listing.
Sale items accepted Sunday, March 3 from 1-2:30 pm ONLY.

Bob and Tom wait to see
if sleds or aprons will be
the next items to put up
to sell at last November’s
auction. We raised
$6,440.90 and were able
to purchase many needed
items for our less
fortunate neighbors.

INTERESTING 2012 BRANCH
STATISTICS
- Our branch helped needy people through 15
partner agencies.
- Those agencies reported 15,437 people in
need of our help in their care.
- Our branch provided 40,453 new clothes,
linens, and toiletries to these neighbors. That’s
only 2.61 items per person needing our help.
- Partner agencies had from 45 to 3500 clients
needing our services.
- A sampling of need for socks indicates: 9
agencies serving man, 9 serving women, 5
serving teen boys, 5 serving teen girls, 7
serving elementary boys, 5 serving elementary
girls, and 6 serving toddlers and infants have
an urgent need.
- We are the only resource of NGA gift items
for most of our partner agencies.
- We spend a great deal of effort to fairly share
our resources proportionately – number of
items available in relationship to the number
needed in each agency’s care.

HOW WE ALLOCATE OUR GIFTS

Even though a new puppy (a miniature??) had just joined
the household, Michelle was willing to rally and help with
a computer glitz as long as puppy could come, too. What a
well behaved pup and helpful volunteer!

2012 SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH OF NGA
REPORT OF NEEDS
AND DISTRIBUTION RECORD
Partner Agency Name

Needy

Received to

Reported

Distribute

Belmont

200

750

Bethesda Project

2000

3084

Bks. Co. Children & Youth

945

1516

Bks. Co. Head Start

636

1216

Caring People Alliance

700

3129

Cedar Ave. House

45

56

College Settlement Camps

560

1145

Consortium

100

542

Impact Services

3500

13154

Lenape Valley Foundation

500

521

Libertae

53

382

No Longer Bound Prev/Train

3125

8669

Phila. Dept Human Services

983

4364

Seeds of Love, Ambassadors

1250

369

Today, Inc

840

1556

2012 Totals

15,437

40,453

Our branch gave gifts to be distributed by our
partner agencies in eight months last year. We
worked in 11 months to do this. We understand that
“needs know no season” and are devoted to carrying
out our services throughout the year.
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In the summer, our branch requests information
from our partner agencies which indicates how
many men, women, teen boys and girls, elementary
boys and girls, and toddler and infants in their care
need our help. (NGA helps people through local
agencies who have clients living at, or below, the
poverty level income, or who are unable to meet
their own basic needs due to age, physical and/or
mental limitations, etc.) Agencies then mark which
of these items - tops, bottoms, undershirt/bras,
underwear/diapers, socks/stockings, sleepwear,
jackets, gloves, hats, scarves, footwear – are needed
for the various age and gender categories. They also
check household linens – sheets, cases, blankets,
pillows, towels, cloths, kitchen linen – and toiletries
– deodorant, soap, shampoo, toothbrush/paste,
combs, razors, fem hygiene products their clients’
need.
This information is entered into the computer. In
fairness to all, even if they report 2000, we use 500
as the maximum number any agency can request for
a given category. This allows smaller agencies to
get certain items.
\

Teams of Girl Scouts and adult NGA volunteers work
together to make sure items get to those who need them.
Our volunteers, pre-schoolers to very mature adults, work
together to help others.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Philabundance, a Delaware Valley agency committed to
driving hunger from our area, reported they provide food
for 65,000 people each week. If that many people in our
area need food, how many might need adequate, stylish,
comfortably-fitting, season-appropriate clothes?

A GREATER NEED THAN GIFTS
We are VERY proud that we collected, bought,
and/or made and then gave away 40,453 new
clothes, linens, and toiletries in 2012. But let’s have
a reality check. Looking at approximately 6,000
pairs of socks that were purchased, sorted, tagged,
allocated and packed in August (that’s a huge job
and a huge pile of socks), we can not provide
enough socks for each person reported needing
socks to get one. No, not a pair, only one sock!
The need is truly great.
We should celebrate our success. We help
thousands of individuals have a better chance in life
each year. We should also look at the reality of the
need. There is a much greater need than the gifts
we provide. What a challenge we have in 2013!

Be proud that you are part of a group that helps
those with very limited financial resources go out in
public and fit in with others around them. We
provide “good clothes” so that many doors of
opportunity may open for our less fortunate
neighbors.
LIKED THE OUTFIT
By Mertz Trembath

We worshiped in a United Methodist Church while
vacationing on Cape Cod last fall. As part of
“Worship with Children” the pastor invited kids,
tweens and teens to join him in discussing super
heroes. It was near the beginning of the back-toschool church routine and it took a bit for the kids
to warm up to the conversation. In fact, the minister
had to give an example of one of his favorite super
heroes…Superman and tell he chose him because
he was a leader and servant to his neighbors before
anyone else responded.
Only one brave soul shared his favorite hero and
why he liked him. Guess his answer? It was
Batman because he liked his outfit. Although I’m
sure the minister was hoping for more answers and
a more religious choice, he encompassed the
response in his lesson. Not only are people who
give freely to help others super heroes, but we too
often judge people by how they look.

Brenda leads the distribution by making sure that our gifts
are properly recorded and allocated, and all containers are
clearly marked as to their destination.

I hadn’t expected the NGA story that Sunday
morning, but it was good to be reminded that our
volunteers and contributors are “super heroes” for
those who can easily be harshly judged by their
appearance.

GO SHOPPING? REALLY?
Here’s another fortune cookie message: “Good
clothes open many doors. Go shopping.”
We may agree that nice, appropriate clothes open
many doors, but is it realistic for many of our
neighbors to “go shopping” to attain them? Think
of the basic needs of all humans…shelter, food,
transportation, health care, clean water, soap and
personal care items, and adequate clothes. Going
shopping just isn’t an option for many.
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Karen rests as she waits for a couple of agencies to come
for their pick up after a long working session of
preparations.

OLD NAVY’S THE BEST!
By Lynn Castle (with Laura Castle’s help)

Greg fit right in with the other guys. He started his day at
Ingathering with a cup of coffee. (Maybe “breaks” are a
man thing.) He enjoyed moving from what he called “blue
collar duty” to management. He’s re-vamping our
allocation computer program.

Congratulations are in order!

I wanted you all to know how great Old Navy is!
My daughter and I have established a great
relationship with the Old Navy at Oxford Valley.
Every once in a while we go and browse the
clearance racks for great deals, like jeans for under
$5 and hats as low as 50¢. After a while, the Old
Navy employees noticed us (how could they not
when we have two or more carts full to the brim
with items). One manager, Jonathan, started to go
back in the store room and pull out great deals by
the cart full! While we are checking out, we talk
about our branch and who we serve, and give the
store a business card to keep on file. Jonathan
promised to call us when something goes on
clearance or when the clearance is on clearance.

WE’RE 75 AND PROUD OF IT!
That’s right…volunteers in the Southampton area
having been giving new clothes to neighbors in
need through local agencies since 1938. During
those 75 years, we provided 972,178 items to those
in need. (That’s almost 1,000,000 items our small
group has gathered and distributed. This year we
should meet that amazing milestone.)
In the last 25 years, 1988 thorough 2012, we have
given 734,828 new clothes, linens and toiletries to
help others have a chance for better life. What an
opportunity to celebrate! Plan on joining us at our
June 12 Ice Cream Social Birthday Party. Bring
your friends. (Reservations needed. Details on page
8.) It’s time for “Hats Off to Our NGA.” All are
welcome to join the fun.

We stocked up on many great deals during the Christmas
season! My family visiting for the holidays had a great
time sorting, counting, and stickering the items so we could
give them out right away! Way to go Floss and Aunt
Greta! Thanks for all your hard work!
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We had a shoe department on the stage and stations for
jeans, t’s, outwear, infant outfits, linens, and toiletries at
Ingathering. It was three days of hard work for many.

In the past few months, I have gotten many calls
from Old Navy at Oxford Valley, so I drop what
I’m doing and run over there immediately to swipe
up the deals! Recently, while talking to Marie
(another manager), I found out that she is in charge
of community outreach at the store. She is going to
talk with the other employees about volunteering
with NGA sometime.
It is great to get great deals at Old Navy because
the teens and kids that we serve love wearing cool
clothes from Old Navy; it makes them feel like all
the other kids in school. Two cheers for Old Navy
for really helping your community through our
NGA!
[Aunt Greta and Floss are from Florida and were eager to help
where needed. Aunt Greta is 99. They enjoyed the auction, too.]

Caring People Alliance – The items are taken to centers
and put into locked rooms. The supervisors of the
different programs will give out your gifts to the
people/children as needed. The gifts that are given are
not given out all in one day. It may take a couple of
weeks.

Brian learned about our NGA Branch when his daughter
volunteered with her scout troop to help at an auction and he
came to check it out. Now it’s a family affair – mom, dad, and
the kids are involved.

FROM OUR PARTNER AGENCIES
We asked our distributing agencies’ representatives a
couple of questions at Ingathering while they were
checking out. The first: How are our gifts of new
clothes, linens, and toiletries distributed to your needy
clients? Here are some of the responses:

The College Settlement of Philadelphia – When our
campers arrive at our summer camp they often don’t
have enough clothing to last for their stay. When the
children arrive their clothing is inventoried and any
items they need are pulled from our “store” of donated
clothing and toiletries. Over 80% of the children we
serve are from families trying to make on below poverty
level income.
Impact Services – NGA is our only source to receive
goods for our needy families in the low income area of
northwest Philadelphia. We serve welfare moms,
veterans, and youth in need. Thanks for bringing smiles
to our community.

Belmont – Our therapists assess the individual needs of
our clients and distribute accordingly. We consider
living situations, support systems, as well as financial
status.
Bethesda Project – We have 15 different residences
where our clients will be able to benefit from these gifts.
Everything will be taken to “Our Brothers’ Place” (our
men’s shelter) and from there they will be distributed to
other residents based on needs within those houses. We
are so grateful – our men and women have many special
needs since so much of their support has been cut off.
Bucks County Children and Youth – Most of our
clients are unable to provide their children with many
basic items. Because of your group, we are able to given
new clothes, linens and toiletries to them. Some
children come into foster care with only the clothes on
their backs. We are able to give them your gifts.

We always wonder if Randy, Impact Services’
representative, will get our donations in his little car.
It is amazing what creativity and determination can do.

Libertae – As families and women enter into our
program, they are given soap, toothpaste and brushes,
wash cloths and towels. Depending on their sizes and
their need of clothing, we distribute to them. We go
through things rather fast because the turnover is great at
times. We give out as fast as the clients come in. If
some are already in our program and are in need, we will
give as we get things.
No Longer Bound – The gifts that are given to us are
given to people who come to our food pantry, people
who visit on Tuesdays for produce, people who stop at
the office daily, and people who are in need at the
Norton Ave Baptist Church.

Scouts are a great part of our NGA team, hard work, and fun!
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IT TAKES A TEAM...

SPECIAL THANKS!

By Sylvia Amato

Late fall is in the air, and the day dawns bright and
sunny. It's a November Saturday morning; time for the
semi-annual NGA auction. Inside the community room
at North and Southampton Reformed Church, activity
builds and our head auctioneer explains the game plan.
Outside there's a sense of anticipation as the time to open
the doors approaches. The crowd begins to line up and
decides which tables to visit first. What folks in
attendance may not know is the amount of preparation
involved in pulling off the auction.
For a perspective on the NGA auction, it's necessary to
look at a few statistics. Thirty-three donors contributed
items to be auctioned at our November event. It took
thirty-two volunteers on “donation Sunday” to unpack,
sort, place on appropriate tables, set up jewelry and 50cent tables and to check appliances/ electronics. During
the week that followed, 106 time slots were filled for
about 20-1/2 hours of continued sorting and re-sorting.
On the day of the auction, seventy-four people
volunteered anywhere from 2 – 9 hours each.
Of course, this picture does not include “pre-game”
activities like computer preparation of signs, registration
forms, and volunteer schedules. Behind the scenes also
includes publishing ads, using Craigslist, distributing
brochures and erecting signs in the area. Considerable
food preparation also needs to be planned and take place
in order to have snacks and lunch available.
In the days after the auction, there have been follow-up
meetings on finances, reporting, deposits, and additional
donations received. All of this takes considerable
teamwork.
Keep in mind that the mission of NGA is to provide new
clothes, linens, and toiletries for those needy clients of
agencies signed on to distribute our NGA items. From
our auctions over the years, our branch has raised nearly
$250,000 to purchase items for those in need in our area
from our sales of people’s donated” treasured trash.”
What a team effort! What trash! What amazing results!!

We want to thank all for the part they played in our
success:
The Troop #5 Boy Scouts and their leaders who brought
hundreds of items from the third floor of the church
down to the auditorium for Ingathering; Girl Scouts in
Troops 2426 and 2428 and their leaders who worked in
small teams to allocate the toiletries and headed quality
control efforts at Ingathering and those girls who gave
time to be “runners” at the auctions; the families from
the Churchville Pre-School who helped sort and sticker
at Ingathering; Our friends at Neshaminy Valley Baptist
Church who helped sort donations for the auctions; the
Stahl kitchen crew for providing yummy food and
manning our lunch and snack shop at the auctions; those
who made soup, sticky buns, and cookies and brownies
to sell and those who provided snacks for the volunteers;
the folks who spent time at home preparing auction and
distribution papers and supplies; the many groups,
merchants, and individuals who donated new clothes,
linens and toiletries to be given to those in need and/or
gave financial gifts to be used to purchase items; the
many people who donated things, better known as
“treasured trash,” for our auctions; and all those who
donated their time and leadership.
Each person plays an important role in our success. We
give special thanks to each of you!

People of all ages are
welcome to help us help
others. There’s a job for
everyone.

EXTRA SPECIAL THANKS!
We want to thank the pastors, consistory, staff, and
congregation of the North and Southampton Reformed
Church for their generous support of all of our varied
activities. The use of the church facility is a vital part of
our accomplishments as a local mission. We recognize
their part in our success with extra special thanks!
SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER

Stop the auction…it’s time to stretch and exercise.
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For 6 ½ hours at our fall auction, 3 volunteer auctioneers
presented 772 sales. That averaged to 1.9794872 items
sold per minute. Can they match that record at the March
9, 2013 sale?

Southampton Branch of NGA 2012 Calendar of Events
Please save this page for reference. 75th celebration schedule and reservation details on the back.
February 13, 2013

Working Session
9 – 12:30
Distribution
East side of North & Southampton Reformed Church

March 3, 2013
Setup (1 – 5) and Accept items (1 – 2:30) for Auction
(Auditorium North & Southampton Reformed Church - west side - 1360 Bristol Road, Churchville)
March 4 thru 6 setup, sort, pack to pass on
March 9, 2013

AUCTION

March 13, 2013

Working Session

9 – noon

Distribution

April 10, 2013

Working Session

9 – 12:30

Distribution

May 8, 2013

Working Session
9 – 11:45
Distribution
Branch Luncheon Meeting Noon – Meeting starts at 12:30
This is the official notice of this meeting. All are welcome.

June 12, 2013

July

Tom checked all electrical
items for the auction.

Working Session
9 – 12:30
Distribution
Ice Cream Social 6:30
Auditorium “Hats Off to Our NGA”
NO Working Session or Distribution

August 11 – 14, 2013 Back-to-School/Season Change Distribution (West Wing)
August 11 4pm setup
August 12 (Mon)
*9 – 11 am
6 - 8:30 pm
August 13 (Tues)
9 – 11 am
6 – 8 ish
August 14 (Wed)
Agency pickup
September 11, 2013

Working Session

October 9, 2013 Working Session
October 13 - 17, 2013

9 – noon

9 – noon

Sorting

Sorting

Fenton represented our Branch
at a Southampton info fair.

Ingathering

**October 27, 2013
Setup (1 - 5) and Accept items (1 – 2:30) for Auction (Auditorium)
October 28 thru 30 setup, sort, pack to pass on
November 2, 2013

AUCTION

November 13, 2013

Working Session
9 – noon
Sorting
Branch Luncheon Meeting Noon – Meeting starts at 12:30
This is the official notice of this meeting. All are welcome.

December 11, 2013

Working Session

9 – noon

Distribution

More aprons for auction.

If you are unable to volunteer at these events, but would like to support our efforts, checks can be made payable
to the “Southampton Branch of NGA,” given to a branch leader, or mailed directly to Karen Fesmire, Treasurer,
960 E. Maple Ave., Southampton, PA 18966.
Look for an article highlighting the history of our organization in the 2013 Fall Issue of our news.
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Southampton Branch 20123 Spring Newsletter
C/o M. Trembath, President
7 Kay Drive
Churchville, PA 18966
Check us out at Laura’s website
www.ngasouthamtponbranch.org
NGA is registered as required. A copy of the
official registration and financial information
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

HATS OFF TO OUR NGA

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR ICE CREAM SOCIAL 75TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
When? Wednesday, June 12, 2013 (Ice cream served at 6:30 pm sharp.)
Where? North and Southampton Reformed Church Auditorium, 1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA (east wing)
Who? Anyone interested in our NGA Branch or ready to celebrate our accomplishments and have fun. All ages and
friends welcome.
What? Come dressed for the occasion! (You’ll need a hat to celebrate “Hats Off …”)
RSVP: Email Bev at bbarcalow@gmail.com or call her at 215-760-8474 between May 29 and June 6 to reserve your
spot. Please state your last name (please spell if phone) and report the number in your party coming to our NGA ice cream
social, birthday celebration. Hats off to us for 75 years of service!
)

Hope to see you there! Yummy treats, fun for all, a small auction, great friends, and some celebrating!

