SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
NEWSLETTER
FALL 2020
News and views from our local branch!

Ingathering 2020
One thing is certain. There will be a Southampton
Branch of NGA Ingathering and distribution during
the week of October 18 – 22, 2020. Following
national good health practices, the North and
Southampton Reformed Church guidelines, and
branch officers’ decisions, we will continue to work
in groups of 6 – 9 people with a schedule for
designated times.

46th Annual Spring Auction
Saturday November 21, 2020

CANCELLED
For 46 years our Branch has held Auctions. We
survived heavy downpours and Bristol Road being
closed, and had to get a friendly snowplow to help
us out, but never before this year have we cancelled
an auction. The COVID-19 was just going public in
March when we were forced to change our plans. It
just wasn’t safe to consider such a gathering.
But what about the funds raised at our auctions?
For several years, we have annually generated
$10,000 - $12,000 to purchase much-needed
clothing, linens, and toiletries. Solution: We invited
auction goers and volunteers to contribute for our
cancelled March Auction and raised over $2900.

Sessions have not yet been established. Bev will
send out an email of possible sessions asking for
available volunteers. Then, a schedule will be
developed and folks offering to work will be
notified of their shift(s). If you feel comfortable
working in the church auditorium in this setting and
don’t have email, please call Mertz 215-357-0121.
The September Working Session/Ingathering Prep
shifts went very smoothly. Many items were
prepared for allocation and distribution.

We are now asking you to make a contribution
toward our November cancelled Auction. Checks
should be made out to Southampton Branch of
NGA and sent to Karen Fesmire, Treasurer at 960
E. Maple Drive, Southampton, PA 18966. We
appreciate your consideration and support.
(Hopefully we’ll be back to auctions next year. We
miss you and wish you well.)

Masks were requested by
several agencies and our
team designed and
constructed washable masks
in different sizes.
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NGA is There – Now and Then
In a recent correspondence from our parent
organization, National Giving Alliance (note the
new name), we were reminded that NGA has been
there for those in need before the pandemic of 1918,
through multiple wars, famines, wild fires,
earthquakes, economic depressions and recessions.
Through it all, NGA branches and volunteers have
persevered.
At our last traditional
Working Session in early
March, Margie sorted
fabric for pillow cases,
nighties, throws, and
scraps to pass on for doll
clothes, etc. We never
thought that we would
soon be checking the
closet for those scraps to
make much-requested
masks.
Working Session was
almost over when Sue
attacked the nightie pile
and got to work cutting
them. She said she
really hadn’t sewn much
besides mending since
her kids were small, but
decided to take her pile
home to sew.

Working Sessions were cancelled through August
but work went on.
In accordance with our branch bylaws and policy,
the Coordinating Committee (our executive
committee) gave our president and/or officers the
authority to make needed temporary adjustments so
we can function during the COVID-19 pandemic.
These adjustments were shared with the
Coordinating Committee and the Branch and
recorded with the Branch Minutes.
The officers met in June to assume their
responsibilities and plan for our future. They asked
our volunteer Information Coordinator and
Purchasing Consultant to check out the feasibility of
ordering special needed items online and shipping
them directly to our partner agencies. They wanted
to continue meeting needs and also assure
accountability. Over 3400 Branch gifts were
ordered, secured, delivered, and accounted for
during the summer. (It got very difficult to fill
desired orders because of the increased demand and
the fact that most things come from China.) Bulk
buying was encouraged so that volunteers would
not be shopping in potentially unsafe stores.
Individual gifts of new clothes, linens, and toiletries
are welcome at any time. All gifts help us carry out
our mission.
The number of homeless and working poor has
greatly increased during recent months and NGA
gifts are very needed by many of our neighbors.
We needed to find a way to continue our mission.
(See “We Will Not Stand Down” on page 4.)

NGA AUCTIONS – WHAT FUN!
Thoughts from Auction Enthusiasts
Cars, vans, living rooms and garages were full, volunteers and auction goers were ready for action, yummy
soups were anticipated and then the 46th Annual Spring NGA Auction scheduled for March 21, 2020 was
CANCELLED. Several people shared their thoughts about the situation:
• I love the Southampton Branch Auctions. It’s like a family reunion. Here’s a donation. It’s what I
usually spend at my day of fun.
• Helping at the Auction is a highlight of my year. I love to sort the items as they come in and work a
couple of hours during each auction.
• Now what will I do for birthday, anniversary, and Christmas presents? The jewelry area is my onestop shopping.
(Continued on page 3)
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NGA AUCTIONS – WHAT FUN! (continued)
•
•
•
•
•

What a challenge to unload all the goodies in my car in an already over-filled storage area. Can’t wait
for the next one.
It’s really fun to come together and work for such a good cause. All ages work hard and feel sure
their efforts make a difference in many people’s lives.
People always seem so happy at the NGA Auction. I hope they will find a way to be part of our
mission until the next one. We are a team effort and need all the players.
Why don’t you sell things on e-bay or Craig’s List? (Sounds good. Anybody interested? Call Mertz
215-357-0121.)
Since my early school days when I walked 8 blocks to Edwin Forrest
Elementary School, in Mayfair, I’ve had an eagle eye for trash items that
were along my route to school. The “eye” has continued over the years to
this day, when I still pause at a pile of trash, look it over, and go on my
way. Or I might pull over, look it over, and haul it into my car, or not.
Collecting odds and ends began early when I volunteered to look for
aluminum foil found in discarded cigarette packs and chewing gum
wrappers. I had to peal the foil from the wax paper wrapper and shape it
in to a ball, the bigger the better, for the “war effort.” I also volunteered
to be a Paper Trooper and collected newspapers pulling my wagon from
alley to alley. That was also for the war effort.
To add to my acumen during a week in a family retreat house in Cape May, I scanned the beach in
the early morning hours looking for soda bottles that were worth $.02 for the small bottle, and $.05
for the large quart size. This activity supported my gaming habit at the ski ball machine on the
boardwalk. At weeks’ end, with a handful of coupons, I approached the counter to redeem the
coupons. The value of my coupons entitled me to a pocket-size black plastic comb. Disappointed,
but not undone, I now had a comb to fit in my pocket. (Just what I always wanted. Ha!) My mother
dreaded trash day fearing what I would bring home. A memorable item was an old straw hat that was
grossly frayed and soiled. (I was of the Gabby Hayes cowboy era) so to me a hat was a hat. Not so in
my mother’s mind. “Put it back where you got it right now.”
And I’m still at it. Last December I purchased several poinsettias for family and friends. As I drove
home into my neighborhood, I spotted the biggest, bulkiest, trunk I ever saw sitting at the curb. Its
very size piqued my curiosity and its possible value for the NGA Auction at my church is always in
question. The homeowner was standing nearby and I told him I would like the trunk but I had to go
home and unload my car and would be right back for the trunk. (I think we both knew it would not fit
into my SUV.) As I unloaded the poinsettias his pickup truck came in my drive. The dear soul asked
where I wanted the trunk. He dragged it into my garage where it sits today. (Remember the cancelled
auction?) I ran in and grabbed a poinsettia and handed it to him saying “Merry Christmas.” He tipped
his hat and drove off.
(We hope that “eagle eye” will continue to keep an eye out for unusual items for upcoming auctions.)
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We Will Not Stand Down
The Southampton Branch of NGA will not stand
down. During these days of COVID-19, selfquarantine, and social distancing, the Southampton
Branch has continued to
support people served by our
partner agencies. Some of
our volunteers have recently
come together under the
most stringent of safety
guidelines to help prepare
new clothes for distribution
for our agencies’ clients.
These volunteers are warm
wonderful people to whom
giving comes naturally. They
are the essence of our branch.
Hand-fashioned reusable
masks, sweaters, pillowcases,
baby blankets, hats, baby
sleepers, bibs and sleepwear
made by Branch volunteers
are an invaluable contribution.
Due to the cancellation of
monthly Working Sessions, in some cases, items of
greatest need were shipped directly to the agencies.
Our Southampton Branch always strives to help
make brighter days. My days are brighter for being
part of this Branch.

•

Our organization’s national headquarters in
Warminster. We received numerous new
items to share with clients in our partner
agencies.

•

Folks who were busy at home knitting,
crocheting, and sewing beautiful creations
for their needy neighbors.
An avid sewer who shared yards of fabric to
make men’s pajama bottoms.
A church knitting group that shared their
talents and projects for our distribution.
The Coordinating Committee, Branch
Officers, and our Information Coordinator
and Purchasing Consultant who continue to
give extra time to keep us functioning
effectively and safely.

•
•
•

Thanks from Bethesda
Special Donations and Support
Thus far in 2020, we have received special financial
donations:
• In memory of Krista Burkholder, Gerry
Smith, Kay Wasinger, Edith Berry, Ric
Grant, Ginny Austin, Carol Schuck, and
Margie Meyers.
• In support of our cancelled March Auction.
• In support of our mission.
Special contributions were also received from:
• An anonymous donation of 810 pairs of sox
and numerous toothbrushes.
• A loved one in memory of Anne Smith.
• Men and women who contributed money
and things toward our fall give-away.

Days can be dark when you don’t know where
you’ll be spending your nights. Thanks to
[Southampton Branch of NGA], Joey and Abilio
have a safe space at Bethesda Project with beds,
warm meals, and dedicated case managers to help
them secure housing that meets their needs, no
matter the time of day. At Bethesda Project, they
have a community; a community that includes you.
Your recent generous in-kind donation of belts,
wallets, shower shoes, and nail clippers help meet
the basic needs of our guests and residents. For this,
we are tremendously grateful.
Annually, Bethesda Project provides a safe space to
1500 Philadelphians that experience homelessness.
(Continued on page 5)
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Thanks from Bethesda (continued)
And with the recent COVID-19 outbreak, having
access to resources is even more critical. While at
our sites, guests and residents regain a sense of
autonomy. Our core focus is the fundamental belief
in the dignity and worth of each person.
Thank you for continuing to believe in our
organization and in people like Joey and Abilio. We
could not change lives without you.
Adapted from the Director of Development’s September
1, 2020 letter

Partner Overview
The Drueding Center
Our branch has a process that includes visiting potential
partner agencies as well as periodically visiting our
current partners. Two branch volunteers make an on-site
visit, fill out our questionnaire, and make a report to the
branch. Here is a report from one such visit.

The Southampton Branch of NGA has begun
partnering with a new agency. The Drueding Center
is located in Philadelphia at 413 West Master Street.
The building is impressive. It is old but very well
maintained and clean. (It was an old factory) The
staff was very warm and helpful - from the
receptionist to the director.
The mission of their program is to provide
transitional housing for single mothers with young
children. (The parents are 18-24 years old and have
one to three children.) The three-story building has
ten apartments on each floor. Families can stay up
to two years while they search for employment and
permanent housing.
Across the street is the equally impressive
preschool/daycare center. It is clean, cheerful, and
inviting. There is a well-organized food pantry in
this building. This center also offers an after-care
program for former residents where they can still
receive food, clothing and counseling as needed
until they are self-sufficient.
It is our privilege to support those in need through
this agency.

I Remember When…
So many families are struggling. Folks who never
thought they would be in that situation are. NGA
works hard to help alleviate the need for basic
clothes, linens, and toiletries. But here’s an added
stress I hadn’t thought about. While in Staples, I
picked up lists of “needed supplies” for specific
public schools and grade levels. Wow, what an eye
opener. (Headphones, specific
backpacks, 3 boxes of #2
pencils and blue, red and black
pens to name a few.)
We’ll just review part of a
kindergarten list. (I remember
when there was no public
kindergarten. How about
you?)
1. 3 packs of 24 regular size Crayola Crayons
(I remember when boxes of 8 crayons where
handed out and broken ones were kept in a
can for use.)
2. 6 LARGE Elmer’s washable glue sticks (I
remember when classroom paste came in a
big jar and was distributed to kids on little
pieces of paper.)
3. 12 sharpened #2 pencils – Ticonderoga
Dixon Brand (Weren’t the pencils fat, blue
and without erasers? And didn’t they last all
year?)
4. One pair of 5 inch pointed-tip Fiskar brand
scissors (I remember blunt point scissors
being handed out and the left-handed kids
had to make the right-handed ones work.)
There were 19 items on the list and a note at the
bottom. “Appropriate shoes will be required on days
when your child has physical education classes.
Parents have the option to provide shoes to be kept
at school.”
The clerk at Staples reported that the average class
supplies ran from $100 - $125 per student. And that
did not include the “appropriate” shoes. Thank
goodness our branch can provide some kids with
shoes, and some with the much-needed
“appropriate” ones.
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M. Trembath, President
7 Kay Drive
Churchville, PA 18966
Website: www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org
Email: nga.southampton@gmail.com
NGA is registered as required. A copy of the official
registration and financial information may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
1-800-732-0999.Registration does not imply endorsement.

We believe:

Volunteers in the Southampton
Branch of NGA have been
providing new clothes to
neighbors in need since 1938.

• That how people look is how they feel
and new clothes, linens, and toiletries
make a difference.
• That people’s circumstances do not
define their worth.
• That we need to help our neighbors,
friends, and strangers.
• That giving our time and talents
enriches our lives and those we serve.
• That volunteers young and old and
contributions large and small are the
building blocks to our success.

