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 SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH 
 NEWSLETTER 
 FALL 2018 

News and views from our local branch!

Upcoming Events 
Fall Ingathering October 14-18 
Set-Up Sun 1:00pm 
Drop-Off Monday AM & PM 
Sorting Mon-Tues 9-11am, 1-3pm, 6:30-8pm 
 Wed 9-11am, 6:30-8pm (Girl Scouts) 
Agency Pick-Up Thurs 9-10am 
 
Fall Auction November 17 
Drop-Off November 11 1:30-3pm 
Sorting November 12-15 AM & PM 

 
 

Ingathering Friends 

        
 

 
Monthly Working Session 

Please join us for our monthly working sessions on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 9am-12pm 
at the North & Southampton Reformed Church in 
the All Purpose Room. We come together each 
month to process new clothes, toiletries, and linens 
and distribute to local agencies.  
 

If you wish to make a memorial, celebration, or 
general donation to our branch, please send a check 

payable to “Southampton Branch of NGA” to  
Karen Fesmire, Treasurer, 960 E. Maple Drive, 

Southampton, PA 18966 

Branch and Poverty Facts 
Those gathered at the 2018 Branch Ice Cream 
Social responded to a questionnaire to make these 
factual statements. 
 In 1938, our branch gave away 1056 new 

clothes and linens. 
 To date, 1938 through 2017, our branch has 

given away 1,218,075 new clothes, linens and 
toiletries. 

 Our first branch public auction was held in 1974 
and raised $335. 

 Our largest auction was in 1995 and raised 
$7,642. 

 In 1997, we held our first fall “mini auction” 
which was held on a Friday night and we have 
held two auctions a year since then. 

 
Poverty Facts according to People Keep: 
 Most Americans spend one year below the 

poverty level between 25 – 75 years old. 
 In 2017, a family of 2 was at the poverty level if 

they had income of $16,240, a family of 4 with 
income of $24,600. 

 Gross income of $16,240 = $7.81 per hour x 52 
weeks ($312 week) 

 Gross income of $24,600 = $11.83 per hour x 
52 weeks ($473 week) 

 Checked rent in Feasterville/Trevose – no 2-
bedroom, one bath from $500 - $750 

 There are 643,000 people living in homeless 
shelters nationwide. 

 16.7 million children live in food insecure 
household which is 25% more than 2007. 

 
Basic human needs include shelter, food, utilities, 
transportation, communication, health, school, 
work, and clothes. If you can’t meet your basic food 
needs, clothes are out of the question. There is a 
definite need for our NGA gifts. 
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In The News 
 
As a mother of young children, I am constantly 
aware of the need for diapers. My family has chosen 
cloth diapers, which costs more up front (but saves 
us money in the long run) and need regular 
washing. However, not all families are in the 
position to choose this option, and many struggle to 
afford the 1000+ diapers young kids need each year. 
These struggles were recently highlighted in a news 
article that I read, excerpted below.  
 
The Southampton Branch of NGA makes it a point 
to provide diapers of all sizes to our agencies that 
support young families, once again reminding us of 
the NGA Mission of “Providing New Clothes [and 
Diapers] for New Tomorrows.” 

 
 

Welcome to America, Where Parents 
Can’t Afford Diapers 

Jessica found she was changing her first newborn’s 
diaper 8-10 times a day. She can rattle off store 
prices like an auctioneer soliciting bids. A pack of 
diapers only comes with 28 at Stop and Shop, she 
said, going for $8.99 a pop. That doesn’t include 
baby wipes, which go for $15.99 a case. It costs a 
family about $1,000 a year to buy a supply of 
average-priced diapers for one child. For someone 
who works a full-time minimum-wage job, making 
$15,000 a year, that’s a huge expense. 

Affording diapers has meant making sacrifices. “I 
might need this gas, so I hold off on getting a 
diaper,” she said. She would skip bills, trying to 
double up the payments later when she had more, 
even though that meant incurring an extra $5 for 
being late. “You can do without a car, you can do 
without soda, you can do without snacks,” she 
noted. “But diapers you can’t do without.” 

A third of American families struggle to afford 
enough diapers for their children. Three-quarters of 
those families also have a hard time getting an 
adequate supply of other necessities like soap, 
shampoo, and feminine-hygiene products. Diapers 
come with eye-popping price tags, but none of those 
items are cheap. And even if poor families are able 
to enroll in government safety-net programs like 

food stamps or Medicaid, they’ll quickly find the 
benefits don’t cover these necessities. 

Fifteen years ago, Joanne was visiting clients’ 
houses as a social worker. Her background didn’t 
prepare her for what she witnessed. “What I saw 
was a level of poverty that, even as a social worker, 
I was surprised by,” she said. “I kept seeing over 
and over again this lack of basic[s]. Not having 
diapers, not having toilet paper, not having laundry 
detergent.”  

She watched parents take diapers off of their babies, 
empty the solids out, and put them back on to 
stretch their supply. Others have reported taking off 
a wet diaper, bleaching it, drying it, and then 
reusing it. One young father was advised by a 
family member to feed his children less so they 
used fewer diapers.  

The inability to afford enough diapers can also 
create a vicious cycle. Most daycare centers require 
that a parent bring a supply of diapers for their 
infant. Without daycare, many people can’t get to 
work to earn the money they need to buy diapers. 
According to a 2017 study from the National Diaper 
Network, nearly 60 percent of families in diaper 
need report having missed work or school because 
they didn’t have enough diapers for childcare. 

The director of a local Head Start used to talk about 
Monday-morning diaper rash. Families spent the 
weekend rationing diapers to have enough to send 
their children to daycare at the start of the week. 

The inability to afford a diaper is a trauma for 
families in need, but it also provides a way for those 
who haven’t experienced hardship to understand 
what poverty feels like. Trying to explain to people 
what it’s like to be hungry, but trying to get ahead 
of a baby’s dirty diaper—everybody knows that, the 
panic, the stress. All parents know what it’s like to 
want to do the best for their children but to feel like 
they’ve come up short. It’s an experience we share 
no matter what your income is. 

https://www.thenation.com/article/welcome-to-america-
where-parents-cant-afford-diapers/ 
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Celebrating 80 Years! 
 
In 1938, Southampton was a small town surrounded 
by farms. The Needlework Guild of America – 
known now as NGA~Needlework Guild of America 
– was active in Ivyland. (It was the big town in the 
area.) Southampton got involved when Mrs. 
Marguerite Clemens and her husband moved to 
town. She had been active with her mother in the 
Jarrettown Branch (club). When Mrs. Frank Emory 
moved to town, Mrs. Clemens convinced her and 
several local women from the Ivyland group to start 
the effort of providing new clothes for those in need 
in our town. Thus, the Southampton, PA Branch of 
NGA was formed. Mrs. J. E. Chamberlain, Mrs. 
Thomas Clemens, Mrs. Charles Ermentrout, Mrs. 
A. W. Hoelscher, Miss Winifred James, Miss Mary 
Leedom, Mrs. C. Wilson Roberts, Mrs. Charles 
Sayre, Mrs. Warren Sinkler, and Mrs. John Terry 
were among the leadership of the new branch. 
 
Records from an October 1938 meeting held on the 
second floor of the old firehouse (at the corner of 
Second Street Pike and Knowles Avenue – now a 
pretzel shop) show that 1000 new garments and 
$28.00 were received that year. Mrs. Sophy Uthoff 
and Miss Clara Finney (Mrs. Donald Dungan) 
entertained the group with musical selections. 
Although this was a charitable organization, 
readings, musical selections, and dramatic 
presentations were part of official meetings as was 
the custom for clubs at that time. 
 
The branch celebrated 50 years of caring with a 
float in the 1988 Southampton 4th of July Parade 
and an open house at the North and Southampton 
Reformed Church (NSRC). At that time, they 
announced providing 25,000 new clothes, linens, 
and toiletries that helped people through 39 
community agencies. Leadership at that time 
included Mrs. William Barcalow, Mrs. Gustav 
Bechtold, Mrs. Horace Crane, Mrs. Francis Dolton, 
Mrs. Donald Dungan, Mrs. Grace Dungan, Mrs. 
John Fesmire, Mrs. Joel Klingman, Mrs. George 
Sinkler, and Mrs. John Trembath, as well as ten of 
the original founders. [We are proud to have many 
family members of these women active today.] 
 
In 2008, our branch celebrated 70 years of service 
with an ice cream social that featured yummy ice 

cream, cookie and cake treats; facts about our 
activities past and present; and fun group 
participation. This event was held at NSRC and 
attended by over 80 members of all ages. 
 
The branch was and is a broad-based, all-volunteer, 
community effort. Over the years, the Girl Scouts; 
Boy Scouts; NSRC youth group, circles, and 
congregation; the Bykota and the Willing Workers 
classes of Davisville Church; the Lois Circle and 
Bible School of the Good Shepard Lutheran 
Church; The Church of the Redemption; 
Southampton Estates’ residents; card clubs; sewing 
groups; school kids; and the Southampton Women’s 
Club joined individuals, neighborhoods and 
merchants (Knauers and Wards in the earlier days – 
Kmart, Walmart, and Target more recently) 
collaborating to collect, make, buy, or donate new 
items for distribution through area homes, hospitals 
and institutions. Men and women, and boys and 
girls work together to help those less fortunate. 
 
Today, the Southampton Branch of NGA is proud 
to report giving over 1,200,000 gifts to date. [That’s 
remarkable for a small-town, totally-volunteer 
group!] This past year alone, 40,712 new clothes, 
linens, and toiletries were given to people in need 
through 7 local training and prevention centers, 
rehab facilities, shelters, children and youth 
departments, veterans’, and social service programs.  
 
Since 1974, the branch has held annual public 
auctions of donated “treasures” and has raised over 
$290,000 which was used to purchase much-needed 
items. Since 1997, the branch has held two auctions 
annually to continue to raise awareness and funds to 
purchase gifts. These auctions are held in November 
and March at the NSRC auditorium and about 75 
volunteers work together to staff the event. 
 
The branch is currently led by the following men 
and women volunteers: Carmen Amato, Bev 
Barcalow, Marilyn Boyer, Lynn Castle, Brenda 
Cole, Fenton Dungan, Karen Fesmire, Karie 
Freedman, Jackie Kline, June Martin, Mertz 
Trembath, Diana Weiss, and Doris Woodrow. (Do 
you recognize some of these last names?) 
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Get Involved in NGA 
 

Wanted: Sewers 
Do you or a friend like to sew and have no special 
projects at this time of year? We’d love to have 
your help in sewing pillow cases, fitted sheets, baby 
bags, and outfits for infants and toddlers. 
Sometimes we get new damaged items that need to 
be refashioned too. In fact, whatever you like to 
sew, we can provide the supplies to meet your 
creative urge. 
 
Call Lynn (267-987-0578), Mertz (215-357-0121), 
or email nga.southampton@gmail.com and we will 
try to set you up. Supplies are typically available the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at the North and 
Southampton Reformed Church, Bristol Road, 
Churchville, PA 18966. 

 
 

2018/2019 Calendar 
NO Working Session October 10 
Fall Ingathering 2018 October 14-18 
NO Working Session November 14 
Director’s Luncheon November 14, 12:30pm 
Fall Auction Set-Up November 11-15 
Fall Auction 2018 November 17, 9am-4pm 
Working Session December 12, 9am-12pm 
Working Session January 9, 9am-12pm 
Working Session February 13, 9am-12pm 
Spring Auction Set-Up TBD 
Spring Auction 2019 TBD 
Working Session April 10, 9am-12pm 
Working Session May 8, 9am-12pm 
Ice Cream Social TBD 
Working Session June 12, 9am-12pm 

 
 

Quick Reminders 
Choose “Southampton Branch of NGA” for… 
 Your Amazon Smile partner 
 Your United Way Donor Choice Code 024360 

 
 

We celebrate being 80! NGA gifts continue to bring 
warmth, comfort, dignity, and hope to the 
recipients. Our gifts, toiletries, linens and new 
clothes, share a lot of TLC – caring and love. They 
change lives and save lives.  

Spring Auction 2018 Report 
Over 70 volunteers - men, women, and kids - 
worked together to staff our spring auction. Income 
was generated as follows: 
 

Kitchen/Cake $636.10 
Jewelry Table 206.80 
$0.50 + Table 206.80 
General Sales 4027.00 
Donations 449.00 
Total Income $5583.90 

 
These sales have had a huge impact on the extent of 
our mission – to provide new clothes, linens and 
toiletries to neighbors in need. 
 

 
Faithful volunteers of all ages contribute to our  

auction success time and again. 
 
 

Helpful Hints 
 Items are needed for all ages, but infant and 

preschoolers are most often overlooked. 
 Throws, afghans, and covers should be a 

minimum of 36” by 45”. 
 This is a great time of year to find change-of-

season clothes on sale. Check the back racks 
of your favorite stores. 

 We give our gifts all year round and store 
items for the next season as much as possible. 

 All men, women, teens, and kids are 
encouraged to be an active part of our branch. 
Reach out and invite others to join our efforts. 
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Voices of our Volunteers 
 

Best Buy & Giving Stories 
Folks have shared some of their NGA success 
stories. Here are a few: 
 
“Every year at my birthday, I empty my drawers 
and buy myself new underwear. I’ve now added a 
new birthday tradition of buying the same amount 
of new underwear for NGA distribution.” 
 
One faithful branch buyer used to go to K-mart a 
few times a week. She would search the corner 
racks and clearance areas and bought winter jackets 
and lined flannel shirts for $5 and under, and kids’ 
undies for $0.14 each. [Although K-marts are a 
thing of the past, other stores are worth a good look 
around for hidden treasures.] 
 
One of our members reports he established $100 as 
what he would spend a year to help clothe the 
needy. The first year, he spent his contribution on 
back-to-school underwear and sock sales. The next 
year, he decided to focus on infants. His donations 
included outfits, blankets, diapers, and sweats. [I 
wonder what this year’s focus is.] 
 
Kohl’s often sends $10 vouchers if you spend $10. 
An NGA volunteer, who doesn’t usually shop at 
Kohl’s, stopped there to see what could be bought 
for NGA with the coupon. A men’s sweatshirt 
priced $20, on sale for $9.99 and a junior knit shirt 
at $2.40 were purchased for $2.51 using the coupon. 
Kohl’s reported a savings of $29.61 and we 
received great gifts for NGA. 
 
While on vacation, an NGA couple, who has been 
shopping for us for years, stopped in a store that 
was having a tent sale. They found Eddie Bauer 
(marked $19.95) school uniform narrow-leg blue 
and beige pants for $2 each. In two visits to that 
store, they purchased over 100 pairs of beautiful, 
current-styled school pants and added quite a bit of 
weight to their car, but they travelled with smiles on 
their faces. 
 
An agent, who travels a lot, saves the small-sized 
bath toiletries and donates them to our branch. We 
pack 4 or 5 of these items in baggies and count 

them as one toiletry pack. What a handy gift to 
share with others. 
 
One soon-to-be retiree applied for corporate annual 
matching funds before her retirement date. This 
should insure that our branch gets the benefit of this 
corporate resource. 
 
When a celebration was scheduled for a great-
grandmother member, she asked her family to bring 
new clothes, linens, or toiletries to be distributed 
through NGA instead of bringing gifts for her. 
Close to a hundred items were collected and 
donated to our branch. 
 
Another birthday celebration highlighted gifts for 
infants instead of personal ones. Folks brought their 
“baby shower” gifts wrapped and the birthday girl 
opened them for all to see. 
 

 
NGA Cheer 

Our mission is carried out exclusively by 
volunteers. To all of you, we raise this cheer. 

 
N-G-A, Rah! 
N-G-A, Rah! 
N-G-A, N-G-A, Rah, Rah, Rah! 

 
Thanks to each of you for your work in helping 
others through our branch. 
 

 
Great Items at Great Prices! 

We have a dedicated team of volunteers who are 
always on the lookout for current-style, good-
quality clothes and linens at rock bottom sale prices. 
If you’d like to help us find good buys and 
remarkable sales, contact Doris at 215-355-0198. 
 

Suggested Maximum Prices 
Underwear  $1  Towels  $2 
Socks   $0.50  T-Shirts $2 
Sheets Sets $10  Sweats  $3 
Jackets  $15  Blankets $4 
Washcloths $0.30  Hats/Gloves $1 
 



 

44th Annual Fall Auction 
 

Saturday – November 17, 2018 
9am – 4pm (Doors Open at 8:30am) 

 
Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Depression 

Glass, Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Dolls, 
Vintage Clothing, Pottery, Household/Kitchen Items, 

Local Memorabilia, Old Photos, Old and Modern Books, 
Small Furniture, Old Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools, 
Collectibles, Military Items, Frames, Handwork, Prints 

and Paintings, and Much Much More… 

 
North & Southampton Reformed Church 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 18966 
 

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch Available 
 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA 
Volunteer 501(c)(3) Charity Since 1938 

 
All proceeds buy new clothes for neighbors in need 

 
Items accepted November 11 from 1:30-3pm only 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 M. Trembath, President 
 7 Kay Drive 
 Churchville, PA 18966 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us 
 

Our branch website: 
www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 

 
Our email address: 

nga.southampton@gmail.com 
 

NGA is registered as required. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the  
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999.Registration does not imply endorsement. 


