
 

                               SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH 

                                                   NEWSLETTER 

                                                          FALL 2015 
 

News and views from our local branch 

 

Marge (shown here) and her daughter Peg are a great 

asset to our branch.  Peg comes regularly to Working 

Session and delivers beautiful afghans hand crocheted by 

her mom.  She picks up more yarn for the next month’s 

creations.  We can always use worsted and 4 ply washable 

yarn.  We’ll provide yarn to anyone who wants to create 

NGA gifts at home. 

 

 

CLOTHING PRICES ON THE RISE 

 

It’s amazing how much nice, decently-constructed 

clothes cost these days – even on sale.  We have 

established a “Suggested Maximum Price List” for 

branch purchases.  However, we are considering 

revising it.  Just take men and boys briefs; on sale 

they can cost $3 and up per pair.  We wonder why.  

It’s no surprise that many children have never had 

any new undies, use what they have for several days 

– right side and inside out, wear fabric tucked in on 

the sides as makeshift underwear, or go commando. 

 

We have a great team of dedicated folks who are 

always on the lookout for current-style, good-

quality clothes and linens at rock bottom sale prices.  

If you’d like to help us find good buys and 

remarkable sales, contact Doris, 215-355-0198.  

You never know when or where you will find 

outstanding deals.  We think change of season, 

clearance racks, and coupons for some good 

possible opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *   
42

nd
 Annual Fall Auction  

 

Proceeds to buy new clothes for neighbors in urgent need 
 

 

Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Depression 

Glass, Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Dolls, Old 

Doll Dishes and Flatware, Vintage Clothing, Pottery, 

Household/Kitchen Items, Local Memorabilia, Old 

Photos and Mini Tintypes, Old and Modern Books, 

Small Furniture, Old Sheet Music and Magazines, 

Tools, Collectibles, Military Items, WWII Cardboard 

A & P Play Store, Frames, Handwork, Prints and 

Paintings, and Much More… 
 

Saturday – November 21, 2015 
9 am – 4 pm ish (Doors Open at 8:30 am) 

 

North & Southampton Reformed Church 

East Wing Auditorium 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 18966 

 

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch Available 
 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA  

Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Charity Since 1938 

 

Check www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org during the  

week of auction for a more detailed listing. 
 
 

Sale items accepted Sunday, November 15 

 from 1:30-2:30 pm only. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * *     

  Fortune Cookie:  “We can’t help everyone.  

But everyone can help someone.”  

 

http://www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org/


 

Seasoned auction help, these sisters have fun displaying 

“critters” for sale at the last auction.  Local scouts in 

troops 2824 and 2826 are very active in our branch.  

Special thanks to all the girls, their parents, and their 

leaders for helping others in this way. 

 

UNBELIEVABLE BUYS FOR OTHERS 
By Jack and Mertz Trembath 

 

Here’s an “unbelievable” that’s hard to imagine.  We 

were going to a doctor’s appointment and had a bit of 

time on our hands.  We had recently received JC 

Penney’s coupons in the mail and I had tucked them in 

my purse.  There was a Penney’s in that area and we did 

a quick perusal looking for “Clarence.”(That’s what we 

call clearance racks.)  We had entered in the adult 

department and found $45 zipper hoodies on sale – all 

sale items 25% off. My 25% off coupon was also 

deducted making the final price $4.25.  We bought 15 of 

them and took them to the car with smiles on our faces.  

(This was great!) 

 

We still had a little more time and hurried back in to find 

the children’s section.  Similar “fine gauge hoodies” 

($42 regular price) were found and purchased for $3 

each. And then the unbelievable happened!  Using a 

combination of more coupons to buy three additional 

beautiful hoodies, our receipt read as follows: 

 Fine Gauge Sweater $42.00 

 Clearance Discount - 38.03 

 Coupon Discount -     .60 

 Reward Discount -   3.33  

 Return Value  $  0.04 

 

Our total bill for 3 teen hoodies was $0.11.  Our total 

discount was $125.89.  That’s 3 hoodies valued at 

$126.00 for $0.11.  It was unbelievable!  And one to 

smile about when thinking discounts. 
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HOPE and DESPAIR 
By Doris Woodrow 

 
The dictionary defines these words as follows: 
 

Hope – a positive feeling that what is wanted will 

happen or that events will turn out well; to wish for 

a happy outcome and to trust all will be good. 

Despair – an absence or loss of hope; hopelessness. 
 

When we think of the needy people we serve, we 

have many wishes for them.  We feel the items we 

distribute will help with their basic needs and at the 

same time make them more confident, comfortable 

and happy.  Imagine how you would feel if you had 

no towel to use after a shower, no sheets for your 

bed, and no appropriate clothing to wear each day.  

Day after day of this leaves a person beaten down 

and defeated.  We realize that one or two pieces of 

clothing, linens or toiletries in themselves will not 

lift a person out of despair.  More importantly, what 

we are giving, in addition to these items, is hope -  a 

realization that there are people in this world who 

care and are willing to lend a hand to others when 

they need it.  We try to make these donations a 

small first step out of despair and into a brighter 

future.  That is our mission and our hope. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorrie and Graham know about sorting, stickering and 

allocating socks.  However, neither was the lucky volunteer 

who found unique packaging. 

“The 14.7 million poor children in our nation exceeds the 

population of 12 U.S. states combined: Alaska, Hawaii, 

Idaho, Maine, Montana, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 

Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, West Virginia, and 

Wyoming and is greater than the combined populations of 

the countries of Sweden and Costa Rica.” 

Statement from February 18, 2015 Children’s Defense Fund  

correspondence by Marion Wright Edelman. 

 

 

 



LOOK WHAT I FOUND! 

After sorting, counting, and stickering many socks 

(at least hundreds, if not thousands), one Working 

Session volunteer was amazed and amused to find 

unique packaging of ¼ socks.  The label stated 

“Durable Heel and Toe, COMFORT Toe Seam, and 

EZ Sort Sock Matching.”  Now that’s something to 

talk about – 10 pairs of exactly alike, black socks.  

Easy to pair and sticker!  That’s interesting 

marketing and a find worth talking about when 

working with the vast variety of socks found in 

stores and on the table. 

 

SPORTS – AMERICA’S PASTIME 

 NGA STYLE 

 
Folks of all ages came dressed for the occasion – 

sports NGA style.  We had boxers, baseball and 

basketball players, roller blade enthusiasts, paintball 

players, golfers, grounds keepers, officials, hunters 

(of fabric), fans of all kinds including couch 

potatoes who came to have fun and celebrate our 

branch’s accomplishments.  The Southampton 

Branch League (all those gathered) was broken into 

three divisions – Division T, Division L, and 

Division C.  That’s because we give TLC – tender 

loving care through gifts of T – toiletries, L – 

linens, and C – clothes. 

 

Although we had wonderful candidates, guess who won the 

best dressed?  The youngest member at the party…baby 

Gaunt… stole the show.  She had a baseball on her 

backside, too. 

 

The social auction was handled beautifully by the younger 

generations.  Thanks for a great job! 

The tables in each division were challenged to make 

up a team name that fit their division.   We had the 

“Tidy Towels,” “Jersey Shorts,” “Cool Culottes,” 

“Undefeated Underwears,” and ”Feather Pillows” 

among others.   

Using their team name, crayons, and a large paper, 

each team designed a team shirt.  We had very 

creative folks of all ages working together in NGA 

style on this project. 

While the different divisions went to fill plates with 

goodies (what a variety of yummy treats were on 

hand), tables made up appropriate team cheers. We 

sang some sports’ related songs and had dart and 

lacrosse-like competitions.  All these activities 

generated points for teams and divisions. Top 

scoring groups even got prizes. 

Our volunteers left with smiles on their faces happy 

that they are a part of a caring organization that 

helps others living in poverty or below poverty have 

a chance for a better life.  Their efforts help people 

go out in the community not looking poor.  It’s bad 

enough being poor, but having to look poor would 

be a terrible feeling. Our t, l, c give comfort and 

hope for brighter days. 

(Special thanks to all who helped make our evening 

fun – those who set up; scooped ice cream and 

brought toppings and treats;  made cakes, brownies 

and lemonade; brought and made decorations and 

center pieces; took reservations; provided door 

prizes and chance gifts; worked the mini-auction; 

and especially the 50 people who came ready to 

laugh, play, and celebrate together.)  
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Boy, has the trailer been this full before?  Two van loads, 

the packed trailer, and a pickup delivery provided lots of 

beautiful things to sort, sticker, and give to our neighbors 

in need. 

 

 

You can even empty goods from two doors.  Wow!  It took 

18 people working on Sunday to prepare the room and 

items for distribution sessions on Monday and Tuesday.  

Agencies came on Wednesday. 

 

TEAM WORK DID IT! 
 

Congratulations on a great back-to-school, summer 

distribution!!!  Thirty-two people - Southampton 

NGA Branch volunteers from the North and 

Southampton Reformed Church and the greater 

community - worked hard to sort and distribute 

17,419 items of new clothes, linens, and toiletries to 

our needy neighbors. These people filled 79 work 

slots in seven sessions to pull off this amazing 

accomplishment.  (This number does not reflect  
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those who purchased, made or donated items that 

were given away, or moved items for the church.) 
 

After using our checks and balances, there was a 

difference of only 29 in the numbers recorded on 

bags and boxes and the numbers recorded on the 

inventory distribution.   THAT'S AMAZING! It's 

like .001% difference.  We're GOOD.  What team 

work and dedication!  Thanks a million for a job 

amazingly done! 
 

(Seven local agencies have given or will give these 

donations to their needy clients.  Many kids will go 

back to school with new clothes more ready to 

learn, and other folks will be better prepared for the 

seasonal changes.  That’s what makes our work 

worthwhile.) 

 
 

 
 
Nick (left), Bob, and Jack (not shown) got to work on the 

stage sorting and preparing shoes and toiletries.  Although 

they were front and center, they didn’t get any special 

attention.  Those gathered were too busy to notice. 

 

 Checking the agency distribution records was a success 

story.  Way to go!  



NGA OPPOSITES 
By Doris Woodrow 

 

All the words in the first column are how we might 

feel when working for NGA or how we hope we 

make people feel when we distribute new clothing, 

toiletries and linens each month.  See if you can 

find the correct opposite of each word listed.  

(Answer key is on page 7.)  Good Luck! 

 

1. happy   indifferent 

2. enthusiastic  unappreciative 

3. busy   ashamed 

4. caring   insecure 

5. proud   apathetic 

6. concerned  stingy  

7. grateful  unfeeling 

8. energetic  idle 

9. compassionate  sad 

10. confident  mean 

11. generous  exhausted 

12. kind   unworried 

 

 

DESIRES FOR LIFE 
By Mertz Trembath 

 

One snowy day last winter (remember March?), I 

sorted a desk drawer where I have kept things that I 

wanted to keep for whatever reason…things I don’t 

check very often.  I found ink pen tips, gummed 

reinforcements for punched paper, the title to a 

property we haven’t owned for over 25 years, and a 

couple of interesting envelopes among other things. 

(This would never happen to you…right?) 

 

Years ago I taught homebound to junior high 

students who were hospitalized or homebound due 

to illness or accidents.  Over 30 years ago, in 1983, 

I asked one of my students to list 10 desires for his 

life as an adult. (I thought at the time I might mail it 

back to him ten years later…I thought.) Here is his 

list which was in the drawer. 

“I’d like to:  

1. Be a pro motor cross star for Honda. 

2. Have a beautiful wife. 

3. Have children. 

4. Own a big house with about 10 acres. 

5. Have two snowmobiles. 

 

 

6. Sleep on a waterbed. 

7. Have an aviary full of birds. 

8. Drive a four-wheel-drive Blazer jacked up 

with big tires. 

9. Have a sports car for her. 

10. Own a big hitch trailer.” 

 

Now I was just wondering what a 12 or 13 year old 

boy who currently gets some of our NGA gifts 

would list as 10 desires for his adult life.  Can you 

imagine?  What are the things that make us healthy, 

happy, and productive as adults?  It’s worth 

thinking about. 

    

 
 

Margie checked the window display of sale items at the 

spring branch auction. Volunteers fill many roles during 

our sales. 

 

ACCORDING TO “Charlie” 

In Charlie Brown’s ‘CYCLOPEDIA Volume 11 – 

Super Questions and Answers and Amazing Facts 

Featuring What We Wear, Charlie expounds on 

why people wear clothes.  He gives many reasons 

among which are for protection (from rain, cold, 

etc.), to show people what we do for a living 

(policemen, nurses, pilots, etc.), and for special 

occasions (weddings, baptisms, graduations, etc.).  

Last but not least of his listing is people wear 

clothes to help them look better.  Umm? 

How do you think his opinions relate to what we 

do? 
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These branch volunteers are getting ready to sell the next 

items in line.  Did you know that we rotate between three 

auctioneers at a time?  We have four seasoned callers that 

are on deck to sell. 

 

SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED 

QUESTIONS 
By Doris Woodrow 

 

People often ask, “Just what does NGA do?”  Well, 

to answer that question, we purchase and give away 

new clothing, linens, and toiletries to people in need 

in our surrounding area.   

 

“Who do you give these things to?” is another 

question we hear.  We include just about everybody: 

infants, toddlers, preschoolers, elementary boys and 

girls, high school students, older teens, and adults 

from college age to seniors. 

 

Some people ask, “How do you give it away?”  We 

work with agencies throughout the area who come 

to pick up the distributions once or several times a 

year.  This occurs after our work session, where we 

sort, label and bag the multitude of items we have 

gathered. 

 

“Just what do you give?” is another question people 

are curious about.  Well, get ready, and following 

will be a compilation of items we buy and give 

away (not saying a few may have been omitted, but 

here goes): 

 

Clothing for infants and children:  diapers, 

underwear, tops, bottoms, outfits, rompers,  
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dresses, suits, sweats, shorts, bathing suits,  

sleepers, PJ's, booties, socks, shoes, slippers, 

boots, jackets,  coats, hats, gloves, scarves, 

and snowsuits. 

 

Clothing for teens to adults:  underwear for 

men and women, tops, slacks, jeans, capris, 

shorts, sweats, bathing suits, dresses, suits, 

belts, PJ's, nightgowns, robes, adult diapers, 

socks, shoes, slippers, boots, jackets, coats, 

gloves, scarves, hats, and hoodies.. 

 

Toiletries: soap, body wash, lotion, talcum 

powder, deodorant, combs, brushes, hair 

accessories, shampoo, conditioner, razors, 

shaving cream, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

mouthwash, dental floss, female personal 

hygiene items, and assorted infant toiletries. 

 

Linens:  sheets, pillows, pillowcases, 

blankets, afghans, mattress pads, towels, 

bedspreads, quilts, and washcloths. 

 

We work hard to try to make our clients’ lives more 

comfortable each day.  If you have some extra time, 

come and join us for our working session from 9 to 

noon the second Wednesday of each month (except 

July.)  We meet in the North and Southampton 

Reformed Church in the West Wing All Purpose 

Room. The entrance is on the side of the church. 

You will find a job to your liking and have fun! 

 

 
       
It looks like an auction.  Mark your calendar for 

November 21, 2015 and come eat yummy homemade 

goodies and soups, check out our treasurers, and go home 

with real finds. Invite your friends and make it a fun day. 

  

 



SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH  

AND UNITED WAY 
 

In New Jersey and many parts of Pennsylvania, the 

Southampton Branch of NGA, Inc. UWGPSNJ 

United Way Donor Choice number is 024360.  In 

Bucks County, donors must specify the 

Southampton Branch of NGA, C/o M. Trembath, 7 

Kay Drive, Churchville, PA 18966 for their 

donation to reach us.  Tell others of these United 

Way – Southampton Branch Donor Choice 

Opportunities. 

 
NGA OPPOSITES (KEY) 

 

1. happy   sad 

2. enthusiastic  apathetic 

3. busy   idle  

4. caring   indifferent  

5. proud   ashamed  

6. concerned  unworried 

7. grateful   unappreciative  

8. energetic   exhausted 

9. compassionate  unfeeling 

10. confident   insecure 

11. generous   stingy 

12. kind   mean 

 

SOME BRANCH VOCABULARY 

Branch – a local volunteer group of NGA ~ Needlework 

Guild of America.  We are the Southampton Branch of 

NGA. 

Officers – elected leaders of the Branch including 

president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer.  

That’s Mertz Trembath, Lynn Castle, Karie Freedman, 

and Karen Fesmire respectively. 

Coordinating Committee – the officers, and five folks 

who represent specific areas of Branch leadership 

including distribution, finance, funding, purchases, and 

volunteers.  That’s Brenda Cole, Carmen Amato, Tom 

Cole, Doris Woodrow, and Bev Barcalow. This 

committee takes care of Branch business between 

Branch meetings. 

Partner Agencies – agencies through whom we 

distribute our gifts of new clothes, linens, and toiletries.  

These agencies are registered annually with our National 

NGA Office and agree to terms of our gifts. This 

includes that our gifts must be given ONLY to needy 

people in their specific care and may not be sold, 

bartered, exchanged for other goods or based on 

behavior, and may not be used in thrift shops, auctions, 

or raffles.  

 

INVITATION 

 
 

We invite you and your family and friends to shop 

through smile.amazon.com as you would at 

Amazon.  Through this site you have another 

opportunity to support the Southampton Branch of 

NGA and help clothe needy people in our area. 

Here’s how it works! 

 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable 

organization of your choice.  

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same 

products, same prices, same service.  

 

Support the Southampton Branch of NGA by 

starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com. A 

screen (partially shown below) will have space for 

you to type in your registered charity of choice.   

 

Pick our charitable organization: 

 

. 

Make sure to type in Southampton Branch of NGA 

as shown above. 

 

Please share this opportunity with anyone you think 

might be interested in helping us as they shop on 

Amazon.  

 

Southampton Branch of NGA –  

volunteers providing  

new clothes for those in need since 1938. 

 

Being part of this program does not mean that 

Amazon or AmazonSmileFoundation endorses our 

group.  It means that we are eligible to get their 

support as a recognized registered charity. NGA is 

registered as required.  A copy of the official 

registration and financial information may be 

obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 

by calling, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not 

imply endorsement.  
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7 Kay Drive 

Churchville, PA 18966 

www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 

 

Southampton Branch of NGA 

http://www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org/


 

Southampton Branch 2015 Fall Newsletter  
C/o M. Trembath, President 
7 Kay Drive 

Churchville, PA 18966 
 

Check us out at Laura’s website 

www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 
 

NGA is registered as required.  A copy of the 

official registration and financial information 

may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 

Department of State by calling, 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southampton Branch Calendar 
 

October 14, 2015  Working Session – 9 til noon 

 

October 18 - 22, 2015 Ingathering – auditorium 

 18th – Room Set-up 

 19th – 3 – 5 and 7 – 9 pm sorting, allocating, packing 

 20th – 9:00 – 11:30 am and 6 - 8:30 pm 

 21st – 9:30 – noon, 1:30 – 3, 7 – 8:30 scouts  

 22nd – 9:30 – 10:30 Agency pick up (out by noon) 
  

November 11, 2015 Working Session 9 – 11:30 am  sorting 

Branch Luncheon Meeting Noon – Meeting starts at 12:30 

This is the official notice of this meeting. All are welcome.  
 

**November 15, 2015 Auction Setup in auditorium (1 - 5) 

Accept auction sale items (1:30 – 2:30pm)   

November 16 thru 19 setup, sort, pack to pass on (Times TBE) 
 

AUCTION November 21, 2015 starting at 9 am until 3:30 ish 

 

December 9, 2015 Working Session – 9 til 1 distribution  

 

January 13, 2016  Working Session – 9 til noon sorting 

 

February 10, 2016 Working Session – 9 til 1 distribution 

 

Next year’s auctions - March 19 and November 19.   

Mark your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS MOST NEEDED? 
 

All items for the smallest new born to the largest 

mature adult are needed.  However, we have 

requests from our partner agencies for more items 

for infants, pre-school, and elementary aged 

children, and for men. 

 

Diapers and toiletries are always needed as they are 

consumable and need to be replenished regularly. 

 

Financial contributions are welcome at any time. 

 

If you wish to make a memorial, celebration, and/or 

general donation to the Southampton Branch of 

NGA, you may make the check payable to the 

Southampton Branch of NGA and mail it to Karen 

Fesmire, Treasurer, 960 E Maple Dr, Southampton, 

PA 18966. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 


