
 
                             

                                                 

                                                        

News and views from our local branch!

Celebrating 75 years of caring and 

IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE
 

Our Branch is 75 years old this year and we should 
all be celebrating.  Including what we have 
distributed thus far this year, our volunteer group 
has provided over 1,000,000 new clothes and 
linens, and more recently toiletries to needy 
people. What a time to CELEBRATE!
 
Seventy-five years of continuous community 
caring and giving through the Southampton Branch 
of NGA.  What a milestone! 
 
Think of all the people we have helped during the 
last 75 years.  Certainly, it’s hundreds of 
thousands. What a legacy! 
 
Part of being part of this amazing accomplishment 
is realizing the need for perpetuating our services 
and making sure that we will continue to provide 
our neighbors in need with basic clothes, linens, 
and toiletries in the future.  What a challenge!
 
Let’s celebrate our legacy, embrace our 
accomplishments, and make sure to plan for a 
strong future.  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

 

 

Note These Special Dates
 

Fall Auction…………….......November 2, 2013

Spring Auction……………….March 

Ice Cream Social………..Friday, June 6, 2014
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DIGNITY AND SELF
 

In UNBROKEN, A World War II Story of 
Survival, Resilience, and Redemption, author 
Laura Hillenbrand tells the true story of WW II 
airmen who survived 48+ days on a raf
Pacific and then were captured.  She told of 
their feelings.  Their crash had left them in the 
most desperate physical extremity, without 
food, water, or shelter. But when they were 
captured something that had sustained them 
was lost: dignity.  She reflects that self
and a sense of self-worth are the innermost 
armament of the soul.  This lies in the heart of 
humanness.  To be deprived of this is to be 
dehumanized and casted below mankind.  
People subjected to this experience profound 
wretchedness and loneliness and find that hope 
is almost impossible.  She states that without 
dignity, identity is erased and people are 
defined by the circumstances in which they are 
forced to live.   
 

This is also true for the people we help. We 
help them go out in life dressed like others, not 
being judged by their appearance. We give 
dignity, self-respect, and hope through our 
gifts.  
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 These branch members came prepared to celebrate. 

 

HATS OFF TO OUR NGA 
 

Our June Branch ice cream social was entitled “Hat 
Off.”  To celebrate our 75th birthday and take hats 
off, those gathered came wearing special hats of 
their choosing. (There was a great variety of lovely, 
useful, and unusual hats.)  Kids and adults alike 
gathered to celebrate our NGA accomplishments, to 
learn more about our past and our hopes for the 
future, to have fun visiting and playing games 
together, to make and enjoy yummy ice cream 
treats, and to take part in a mini auction.  Door 
prizes were enjoyed by those lucky in the draw.  We 
received greetings and a balloon bouquet,” best 
wishes, and God’s continued blessings on our 
mission to serve those in need” from the 
congregation, through the consistory, of the North 
and Southampton Reformed Church.  
 

  
 

Sylvia shared her findings about our branch’s past.  Her 

report can be found on page 4.  

 
There was an historic branch video projecting 
throughout the evening.  Each table created an NGA 
hat from the supplies provided, and selected 
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delegates displayed their fashions in an NGA Hat 
Hit Parade.  
 

 
 

Note the placement of Cinderella’s shoes. 

 

The first game was “A Modern Cinderella” which 
was published about the time our branch was 
formed.  Representatives of each table tried to place 
the slipper on Cinderella’s foot. (It was like Pin the 
Tail on the Donkey.)  In another challenge, each 
table row had two representatives team up as one 
wore a hat upside down and the other tried to throw 
balls into it. It might sound easy, but it really 
wasn’t. 
 

 
 
Folks of all ages had fun together, the branch raised 
awareness of its activities and needs, and funds 
were generated to buy new clothes for our needy 
neighbors. 
 



 

 

 
 

Branch family members ranged in age from months to 

over 90 year olds.  All celebrated and had fun together. 

  

WE’RE PROUD 

 
We are very proud of our volunteer efforts over the 
last 75 years! Here are some recent facts you might 
like to know. 
  

1. Our branch gave away 40,453 new items of 
clothes, linens, and toiletries in 2012. 

2. We gave these items through 15 area 
agencies helping those in need. 

3. Through 2012, our local group had given 
away 972,178 new items.   

4. In our 75th year, we have reached and will 
exceed 1,000,000 new clothes, linens, and 
toiletries given to those in dire need by our 
volunteer work.   

 

  
 

Janice read the instructions and still the task of getting the 

backdrop into the bag took some giggles and dedicated 

NGA teamwork. 
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5. Pre-schoolers through mature adults work 
together to help others have a chance for a 
better life. 

6. Our March 2013 auction raised $5,484 – 
kitchen, $653 – back table/shelves, $203 – 
jewels, etc., $246 – general sales and 
donations, $4,382.  

 
Little groups of people working together can and do 
have a huge impact on those around them.  We 
enable thousands of folks to have a chance for a 
better life. 
 

 
 

Kids and adults alike got into the spirit.  Our auctions are 

fun and they raise funds. 

 

THEY GOT THE S.O.S. 

In this age of electronic communications and cell 
phones, getting the “word” out is almost instant.  
This summer we put the “word” out for meetings, 
for drug store diaper bargains, for Wal-Mart $1 
clearance sales, for coupons for $5 off boxer briefs 
at Target, for agency visitors, for help needed for 
the Back-to-School Distribution and to set up for 
the big event. You may remember the movie that 
encouraged “build it and they will come.”  In our 
NGA, we can say “When they hear of needs and 
opportunities, they will come.”  Thanks to all who 
helped in a variety of ways this past summer.  
  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
The United Way of Greater Philadelphia and 

Southern New Jersey (UWGPSNJ) recognizes the 

Southampton Branch of NGA as a United Way 

Donor Choice.  Our number is 024360 for those 

areas.  In Bucks County, you must specify the 

Southampton Branch of NGA for your donation. 



A PEEK AT OUR PAST 75 YEARS
By Sylvia Amato 

 
Having a chance to peruse the Branch “archives” 
comprised of notebooks kept by branch secretaries 
from 1938 to the present was a real treat.  
Handwritten entries (and eventually typed  ones) on 
aging paper graced the oldest notebook and gave 
quite a glimpse into the earliest of Southampton 
NGA's 75 years through the end of the Depression, 
WWII, changing politics, and a changing world.
 
Suffice it to say, the Southampton Branch of NGA 
has grown exponentially in terms of garments 
collected/ distributed and funds in the treasury.  For 
example, in 1938, 1,056 garments and $28.00 were 
collected for the year.  The balance in the treasury 
through the 1940's and 50's ranged from 
$6.88. 
 
It was enlightening to see trends take shape in these 
entries.  Throughout the early years, music, as well 
as prayer, played a significant role in meetings, 
most of which were held in the house of the then
current president.  This entry was noted on October 
10, 1949: “The afternoon session was opened by 
repeating the Lord's Prayer in unison followed by a 
moment of silent prayer in memory of Mrs. Horace 
Livesey...  We were pleasantly entertained by the 
singing of the Women's Trio of Hatboro,
accompanied by Mrs. Dungan.” 
 
There are references to meetings with violin and 
piano musical numbers, and singing by Miss Clara 
Finney [Clara Dungan] and a soprano named 
Sophie Uthof who must have been favorites
show up frequently in the minutes.  So meetings 
were prayerful, musical, and productive.
 
As mentioned, most meetings during the early years 
were held in the home of whoever was president, 
and lunch was often served or a bag lunch was 
carried.  Those entries read like a “Who's Who” of 
Southampton and Northampton families.  Names 
like Leedom, Clemons, Stahl, Sinkler, Ermentrout, 
Fesmire, Dungan, Cornell, Tomlinson, Klinger, and 
the list goes on.  Many women and a smaller 
number of men were carrying out the mission of 
NGA. 
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Over the years, Ingatherings were held at the 
Southampton “Fire Hall” at the corner of Knowles 
Ave. and 2nd Street Pike, PNB Bank, and just about 
every area church from Davisville Baptist to Good 
Shepherd to Redemption to Churc
Church and Southampton Friends Meetinghouse, as 
well as the Southampton Library in the 40's.  It 
appears that by 1970, the North and Southampton 
Reformed Church had become “home” to this 
branch. 
 
And that brings us to NGA fundraising.  We'l
to April 1974 when the White Elephant sale netted 
$130.00.  After that effort, it was felt that there was 
a need to attract more people to the sale and it 
should be moved to March the following year.  In 
1975 the sale bumped up its total to $414.80 
purchase of supplies and garments.  And then in 
March, 1977, the sale became the White Elephant 
auction.  It appears that, still once a year, the 
thousand dollar ceiling was exceeded at the 1979 
auction which made $1,450.  We now raise between 
$5-6,000 at each auction twice a year.
  
Backing up a few years to 1974, there is a thread of 
controversy about another fund
Bake Sale held at PNB Bank in Southampton.  
Grace Dungan was tasked with checking with the 
Kiwanis Club so as not to conflict with their Peanut 
Day sale.  Apparently, earlier, the Peanut Day sale 
and NGA's Bake Sale set up on the same day in the 
same room/lobby, not making for happy business 
relations. 
  
Mentioning Grace brings to mind an entry in 1979 
that there was a need to inventory the Church closet.  
Sound familiar?  Grace moved to appoint a 
committee to do so.  It was decided to do this 
inventory at the May working session.  Perhaps 
some of those items are still in that closet!
 
It's evident that over the years
community people played significant roles in 
shaping the Southampton Branch of NGA.  The 
Branch has come a long way in terms of the 
numbers of people helped by the mountains of 
clothing, linens, and toiletries we provide.  For all 
those past and present members of NGA, our “Hats 
Off” salute goes out to you!
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Ask Bob about jeans and slacks.  He organized hundreds of them 

that were sorted by sizes and genders, labeled, allocated and 

distributed in August. 

 

“THE CHURCH” IN ACTION 
By Mertz Trembath 

 

The second week in August found the North and 
Southampton Reformed Church auditorium filled 
and overflowing with activity.  Aid for Friends and 
Southampton Branch of NGA volunteers were busy 
preparing to feed the hungry and clothe the poor. 
Four hundred meals were prepared and over 14,300 
new clothes, linens, and toiletries were organized 
and distributed to agencies helping people in dire 
need.  
 

Thirty-seven NGA church and community 
volunteers from 4 to 97 years old worked together 
on this back-to-school, change-of-season give away.  
Some folks showed up for all 6 sessions while 
others were welcomed at only one.  Some even 
volunteered as part of both groups. Special thanks 
to all who gave of their time for these activities.  
 

Think of the impact those few days of volunteer 
work had on the lives of the less fortunate in our 
area.  Although Aid for Friends and NGA are non-
sectarian groups, I certainly feel they exemplify 
“The Church” in action.  
 

 

Gary made sure all the diapers were accounted for. 
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OUR ROOTS- A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR 

PARENT ORGANIZATION- 

THE NEEDLEWORK GUILD OF AMERICA 

By Doris Woodrow 
 

The Needlework Guild originated in Wales in 1882, 
following a massive mine disaster.  Many children 
were left without parents and were sent to an 
orphanage in England.  Lady Wolverton, who had 
founded this home, appealed to her friends to obtain 
two identical new pieces of clothing for each child. 
“Why two?” she was asked.  She explained every 
child must have one outfit to wear while the other 
was being laundered.  The slogan, “One to wash 
and one to wear” was born, and is still heard today.  
Lady Wolverton’s efforts were such a success that 
Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild was formed. 
 

A few years later, a Philadelphia woman on a trip to 
England learned about the Guild and its mission.  
When she returned to the States she told her niece 
all about it.  This young Philadelphia lady was so 
inspired by the idea, she founded the first NGA 
branch in this country.  The first Ingathering (as it is 
still called) took place in October 1885 when 921 
garments were collected for the poor. 
 

The national NGA organization was incorporated in 
1896 and grew in size and scope throughout 
the country.  During the Spanish-American War in 
1898, and the great San Francisco earthquake in 
1906, clothing was distributed to soldiers and 
civilians alike.  About 1907.affiliations were made 
with the Red Cross and the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.  During World War I, NGA actually 
employed ninety women in France who sewed 
clothing for soldiers and town’s people, as well as 
distributed items sent from the United States 
branches for war relief.    
 

In the 1930’s, several Presidents’ wives participated 
in various NGA activities:  Mrs. Grover Cleveland, 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, and the future Mrs. Harry 
Truman all worked for or held positions with their 
local chapters.  In 1957, the Guild assisted the 
Hungarian relief through Operation Mercy during 
that revolution.   
 

President Gerald Ford sought help from NGA in 
1975 when large groups of Vietnamese refugees 
settled in this country.  Many pairs of shoes were 
obtained and shipped to a camp at Indiantown, PA.   
In 1986, NGA’s national leaders were invited to the 



White House to receive recognition for the 
beneficial work of NGA and to be present at the 
launching of President Reagan’s “War Against 
Drugs”. 
 

Currently, it appears that most clothing collected for 
distribution is purchased; however, branches lucky 
enough to have talented sewers and creators as 
members also receive and distribute handmade 
items.  
 

Today some children from various groups such as 
Girl Scouts, 4H Clubs, Camp Fire Girls and Boys, 
Boy Scouts, etc. participate in NGA work.  The 
NGA organization itself carries on, working hard to 
stay aware of the changing needs in our 
communities, constantly recruiting helpers and 
continuing to give assistance to those in need. 
 

  
 

Grace and Allyssa wait for shoes to sticker and to  put in 

the right pile by size.  
 

UBUNTU 
By Kathy Vogel 

 

While shopping recently, I found a great sale on 
luncheon plates designed by celebrities to raise 
money for key global development issues – poverty, 
child abuse, conservation. Most are just clever art 
work, but the one by Samuel L. Jackson has a clear 
message.  It isn’t pink or white like Nicole 
Kidman’s, Claudia Schiffer’s and others.  It is black 
with bold letters around the rim.  “Umuntu 
Ngumuntu Ngabanye Abantu - A person is a person 
because of other people.” 
 

Ubuntu is painted in the center.  I was intrigued, 
bought it, and later googled the phrase.  It is a well-
known Zulu proverb about the interconnection of all 
people.  It is the spirit of Ubuntu – humanity of 
others and helping one’s neighbor.  
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It has not gone un-noticed that the letters NGA 
jump out from the third word of the phrase! 
 
People involved in NGA must believe this concept 
of UBUNTU.  We are “the other people” and do 
help and influence people through our branch of 
NGA.  
 

WE LEARN AND GIVE 
 
Every year our partner agencies are asked to report 
specific needs of the “needy” – that’s a federal 
determination under the law based on income and 
ability to meet one’s needs - folks they serve.  Our 
branch form breaks this down by men, women, teen 
boys, teen girls, elementary boys, elementary girls, 
pre-school boys and girls, and toddler/infant girls 
and boys. They fill in how many people fall in each 
area. 
 
Then we ask them to mark the categories of needs 
for clothes (like tops, bottoms, briefs/diapers, 
jackets, footwear, etc.), linens (like towels, cloths, 
sheets, cases, etc.), and toiletries (like combs, 
shampoo, soap, deodorant, etc.).  This is all 
recorded by agency and category in the computer 
and through our allocation we try to give specific 
items to those who specifically need them. 
 
Just as an example, we’ll share the information 
regarding the number reported for people needing 
tops: Men – 1301, Teen Boys – 1325, Elementary 
Boys – 1896, Women – 852, Teen Girls – 1550, 
Elementary Girls – 1532, Pre-school Boys and Girls 
– 2195, Infant/Toddler – 1481. That’s 12,132 tops 
needed for each person reported to receive one!  
That’s a lot of tops! We work diligently to meet the 
needs reflected with our available resources.    
 
Based on the numbers of items available, through 
the computer we determine what percentage of that 
number goes to each agency for their distribution.  
This is a huge project, but we feel treating all 
equally is worth the effort.  
 
[We hope this helps you realize and understand the 
work involved and the process used to distribute our 
gifts.] 
   
 
 
  

 

New Clothes for New Tomorrows 
™ 



WE VISITED OUR PARTNERS 
 

In June, teams of two branch volunteers visited all 
but one of our partner agencies.  That one was 
visited through a phone interview due to our 
scheduling problems. Our visitors went so that we 
can better understand how our partner agencies 
function and the numbers and needs of their clients.  
Our teams interviewed key staff and got an idea of 
their clients’ needs and their capacity for and  
method of distributing of our gifts.  We often got to 
see part of the facilities and sometimes met 
residents and clients. 
 

The agencies got to meet some of our dedicated 
volunteers and learn how we function.  We 
discussed the importance of open communication, 
complete and accurate reporting of the number of 
their clients needing our gifts, and the specific 
needs of those folks.  During this face-to-face 
interaction, we asked what we could do to provide a 
more efficient service to the needy people in their 
care.  We appreciated their honest response and will 
certainly make some adjustments that can improve 
our work together. We also learned what other 
resources the agencies had for new clothes, linens, 
and toiletries for their clients. Our members gave 
the agency leaders the data sheets we need to use in 
our computerization of allocating our gifts and 
shared our expectations of their agency.  We all got 
a better understanding as we shared together. 
 

Each member of the visitation team recorded his/her 
findings and observations, and the entire group of 
visitors met and reviewed the reports from those 
visits. They then made an action plan. We rate our 
partner agencies by the extent of the needs of their 
clients, availability of assistance to meet those 
needs (some agencies have lots of community 
support and others have little or no other resource 
for our items), their process for distributing our 
gifts, and our working relationship. That rating (1-
10) becomes the percentage of their total number 
reported used in our calculations.   
 
It takes many volunteer man (and woman) hours to 
make and collect items, to raise funds, to purchase, 
and to sort and sticker our gifts in preparation for 
distribution.  Our process allows us to fairly give 
proportionately to the number of specific NGA 
items available. 
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We thank our volunteer visitors who gave one or 
two days of their summer for this very enlightening 
and meaningful experience and the partner agency 
staff who made time for the visits.  
 

 
 

Karen, Brenda, and Lynn present oil lamps for sale at a 

recent branch auction. We’ve had copper, depression 

glass, handmade quilts and furniture, artwork, and 

unbelievable donations to sell.   What will we find on 

November 2, 2013? 

 

Southampton Branch Calendar 

 

We could really use your help.  Please mark your calendar 

and lend a hand. Activities are held at the North and 

Southampton Reformed Church. 
 

October 9 – regular Working Session, west wing 
 

INGATHERING October 14 – 17, east wing  

 

Sunday, October 13 – 4-5 pm room setup 
 

Monday, October 14 – 3-5 pm; 7-9 pm (Boy Scouts help move 
items eve) All Directors’ items in on Monday. 
 

Tuesday, October 15 – 9:30 – 11:30 am; 6-8:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, October 16 – 9:30 – noon; 1:30 – 3 (if needed), 7 
– 8:30 pm Girl Scouts help with toiletries 
 

Thursday, October 17 – 9 with 10 – 11 agency pickup 
 

AUCTION October 27 – November 2, east wing 
 

Sunday, October 27 - Set up 1 – 4ish; accept items 1 - 2:30 

pm only 
 

Saturday, November 2 – volunteers by 8 am; doors open 8:30, 
sale 9 am 
 

November 13 regular Workings Session, west wing, with 

Branch luncheon meeting at noon.  All welcome! 

 

December 11 - regular Working Session with distribution, 

west wing  

 

LOOKING AHEAD         March 22, 2014 Spring Auction 

      Friday, June 6, 2014 Ice Cream Social 

 

 



 

Southampton Branch 2013 Fall Newsletter  
C/o M. Trembath, President 
7 Kay Drive 
Churchville, PA 18966 
 

Check us out at Laura’s website 
www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 
 

NGA is registered as required.  A copy of the 
official registration and financial information 
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Department of State by calling, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

40th Annual

Auction
Proceeds to buy new clothes, linens, and toiletries

for neighbors in special need 
 

Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Coverlets,

Ephemera, Old Toys and Games, Doll Furniture, Vintage 

Clothing, Household/Kitchen Items, Books, Small Furniture, Old 

Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools, Collectibles, Military Items, 

Frames, Handwork, Prints and Paintings, and Much More…

Saturday – November 2, 2013
9 am – 3 pm ish (Doors Open at 8:30 am)

 

North & Southampton Reformed Church
East Wing Auditorium 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch
 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA
 

Volunteer Charity – 501 (c) (3) - Providing New Clothes Since
Check www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org week of auction

for more detailed listing. 
 

NOTE: Sale items accepted Sunday, October 27 from 1 

Annual 

Auction 
Proceeds to buy new clothes, linens, and toiletries 

Coverlets, 

Doll Furniture, Vintage 

Clothing, Household/Kitchen Items, Books, Small Furniture, Old 

Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools, Collectibles, Military Items, 

Frames, Handwork, Prints and Paintings, and Much More… 

November 2, 2013 

(Doors Open at 8:30 am) 

North & Southampton Reformed Church 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 

and Lunch 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA 

Providing New Clothes Since 1938 
week of auction 

from 1 – 2:30 pm only! 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELPFUL HINTS 

 

• Items are needed for all ages, but 
infant and preschoolers
overlooked. 

• Throws, afghans, and
be a minimum of 36’

• This is a great time of year to find 
change-of-season clothes on sale.
Check the back racks of your favori
stores.  

• We give our gifts all year round and 
store items for the next season as 
much as possible.

• All men, women, teens, and kids are 
encouraged to be an active part of our 
branch.  Reach out and invite others 
to join our efforts.

 

HELPFUL HINTS  

Items are needed for all ages, but 
preschoolers are most often 

Throws, afghans, and covers should 
be a minimum of 36’ by 45’. 

This is a great time of year to find 
season clothes on sale.  

Check the back racks of your favorite 

We give our gifts all year round and 
store items for the next season as 
much as possible. 

All men, women, teens, and kids are 
encouraged to be an active part of our 
branch.  Reach out and invite others 
to join our efforts. 


