SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
NEWSLETTER
FALL 2012
News and views from our local branch!

DID YOU KNOW?





It’s that time of year again. What treasures will we find?
Mark your calendar, bring friends, spend the day, have
fun, help us help others through the funds raised.

38th Annual





Auction
Proceeds to buy new clothes, linens, and toiletries for neighbors in urgent need



Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Copper Items,
Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Doll Furniture, Vintage
Clothing, Household/Kitchen Items, Books, Small
Furniture, Old Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools,
Collectibles, Military Items, Frames, Handwork, Prints and
Paintings, and Much More…



Saturday – November 10, 2012



9 am – 3 pm ish (Doors Open at 8:30 am)
North & Southampton Reformed Church
East Wing Auditorium
1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA



Homemade Refreshments and Lunch



Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA a Volunteer
501 (c) (3) Charity Providing New Clothes Since 1938
Check www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org week of auction
for more detailed listing.
Sale items accepted Sunday, November 4 from 1-2:30 pm ONLY.

The Southampton Branch gave away
41,094 new items of clothes, linens, and
toiletries in 2011.
Directors and their contributors provided
13,331 of those items.
We gave through 15 area partner
agencies helping those in need.
Leaders and the branch reps bought
37,312 items for a total cost of
$23,153.03 with an average cost of $.62
per item.
Our March 2012 auction raised
$6,000.34 – kitchen, $521 – back
table/shelves, $238 – jewels, etc., $333 –
general sales $4,908.
We have three new branch leaders who
will collect donations from groups,
family, and friends.
We have men, women, youth, and
children who volunteer together. (Five
to 98 years of age.)
Thus far in 2012, we have given away
22,786 gifts of new clothes, linens, and
toiletries.
In August during a three-day event, our
volunteers filled 53 different time slots
to prepare items to be given away.
We gave away 11,506 items at our
August Back-to School Distribution.
Little groups of people working
together can and do have a huge impact
on those around them. [That’s certainly
true for our branch.]
We are amazing!

JINGLE BELLS! JINGLE BELLS!
By Sylvia Amato
Christmas in July? Snow in June? Who knows!
Perhaps the environmental issue of global warming
has been put on hold in Churchville. There were
rumors that cold weather locally had forced NGA
ice cream social participants to show up in hats,
scarves, and gloves as well as sweaters and boots.

One attendee even trotted out his Hawaiian ski
outfit possibly used during a period of mountain
skiing around volcanoes.

There was even a reported sighting of an errant
snow shovel being used by someone.
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The theme of “Let It Snow” set the stage for June
13, 2012's NGA Southampton branch get-together.
As usual, Maryanna and her band of “elves” pulled
out all the stops in creating fun activities. The
evening included raffle prizes and baskets, gummy
candy “counts,” and lastly a mini-auction. In
the midst of these events, folks were able to create
ice cream sundaes with all the fixin's and enjoy
snacks and cakes.

Activities such as playing “pin the nose on the
snowman,” drawing multi-seasonal snowmen,
writing NGA lyrics to “Jingle Bells” created some
fun.

The object of the evening was to celebrate
Southampton branch's accomplishments, to have
fun, and to recognize that “needs know no season.”
How an individual feels about himself or herself can
often be determined by how that person is able to
meet a “norm” in appearance. How you look is
how you feel!
Thanks to the Southampton branch's efforts, monies
raised from our twice yearly auctions, as well as the
hard work and efforts of NGA directors and
volunteers, we have clothed many needy people
throughout our area. New clothing and toiletry
items have allowed those in need to feel better
about themselves and to face a new day.

Diana and Ali took a minute out from singing to laugh at
some of the lyrics submitted. Feel free to sing along with
these renditions. The tune is Jingle Bells.

From a recipient’s point of view:
NGA, NGA
Undies, socks, and hats
Finally a couple things
To wash in the laundromat.

NGA, NGA
Auctions twice a year
Oh what fun it is to help
Raise funds and bring good cheer!

NGA, NGA
Now we're feelin' great
Ready for school, work and fun
We can hardly wait!
Brand new clothes, linens, toiletries, too
We get from unseen friends
Thank you, Lord, for NGA
Our help on them depends.
From a branch member’s viewpoint:
NGA, NGA
Working all the day
Mittens, scarves, and hats so warm
Are packed to give away.

NGA, NGA
Let's all say Hooray!
Helping others with other friends
We love our NGA!

NGA, NGA
Clothes we give away
To the needy and the poor
In south-east-er-n PA.
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PEOPLE NOTICE

Brenda sat down on the job as she viewed many shoes
purchased to be distributed…new shoes to start the new
school year. That’s great.

ANOTHER MAINE EXPERIENCE
By Maryanna Trembath
Remember last year’s article about the numerous
water-logged boxer shorts? Well, regardless, Jack
and I were shopping at our favorite salvage outlet
chain in Maine early this summer when we
experienced another situation of note. As we
approached the store, we could see people milling
about some sale items. Forward ho! We had to
hurry and check them out.
Metal shelves holding piles of assorted shoes
awaited us. Plastic sandals by Lego (crock-like Star
Wars beauties for elementary kids), canvas loafers
and fancy sandals for women, and embroidered
toddler boots (original price $48.00) were there for
the taking. (They ranged in price from $.50 - $2.)
Quickly numerous racked shoes were transferred to
our cart. I told an interested fellow-shopper why we
were loading up. She was very interested and was
looking for some bargains for her granddaughter.
Jack got a second cart and we continued to fill it
with quality goods at greatly reduced prices. As I
was concentrating on our find, a car pulled up and
my fellow-shopper rolled down her window and
asked if she could give me something. She said “I
like what you are doing and I want to help.” I must
have looked baffled because she said it again as she
put her hand out the window and gave me ten
dollars. Can you imagine me speechless? Well, I
was. My response was “Gee, thanks!” As the car
with Nova Scotia plates pulled away, I thought how
caring and generous a complete stranger can be and
how good it feels to help others.
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Last fall, Russ Van Antwerpen, Chaplain at
Southampton Estates, wrote an article for their
newsletter which reflected on how people noticed
the ties he wears. He was amazed how many
people noticed and commented on his ties. There
were different reactions by different people and to
different ties. He wondered why people liked or
didn’t like his ties and why they even paid any
attention to them. Chaplain Antwerpen realized that
people notice.
He was still mulling over what people notice and
why. He wondered how what was visible
outwardly was an expression of what was part of
him inwardly. He challenged folks to wonder what
others notice about them (their ties, shirts, shoes,
glasses). He wrote “Be assured, they notice.”
His article surely reinforces our conviction to
NGA’s concept that new, appropriate, properlyfitted clothes give people a chance to go out in
society and not be judged poorly because of their
appearance. Hopefully, the community will get to
know them as the wonderful individuals that are
within. We often hear “You can’t judge a book by
its cover.” But, as Mr. Antwerpen pointed out, ”be
assured, they notice.”
It’s good to be part of a group that is “noticed” for
the good we do for others as we help them with
their appearances.

Our branch keeps detailed records of all contributions,
purchases, allocations, distributions, and finances. Alison
seems happy with her computer challenge.

A new group of sewers started in 1967 calling
themselves the Working Session and met monthly
in various members’ homes. (Playpens, port-acribs, supplies, and sewing machines became a real
challenge to lug and store.)

A PEEK AT THE PAST
Fenton and Karen had a Fourth of July picnic and
those gathered had fun looking at past issues of
Southampton Days. They were happy to find our
NGA branch covered with pictures and articles.
They shared some for us to enjoy.
In 1988, our branch celebrated its 50th anniversary
by participating in the Southampton 4th of July
Parade. Jean Klinger and several kids involved in
our branch rode on a float, Nancy Thilo pulled a
decorated wagon holding handouts, Tim and Jill
Lemke distributed literature to get others involved,
and Jill Klingman carried a banner that proclaimed
our branch’s 50 years of service. The commentary
reported that the March auction was huge success
netting over $5000.
The 1992 edition included an article by Grace
Dungan entitled “Needlework Guild Memories.”
In 1946 when she first became a director,
Ingathering was at the old firehouse at the corner of
Knowles Avenue and Second Street Pike.
(Currently there is a pretzel shop on that corner.)
Grace told of the treacherous trek up the firehouse
fire escape carrying boxes and bags of new clothes
to sort and give away. That Ingathering was
celebrated with a program complete with speaker,
special music, and very fancy refreshments.
In 1949, there was a small sewing committee that
would cut articles and provide them for folks to sew
in their homes. (This special committee did not
function for very long.)
She told of our 25th anniversary in 1963 being
celebrated by a covered dish luncheon the first day
of Ingathering. Our collection of 1,915 “garments”
was displayed at that time.
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Then, in 1969, the North and Southampton
Reformed Church became home for the Working
Session and Ingathering, and then the annual
auction.
The Southampton Branch auction had its beginning
in 1971 as a little White Elephant sale held by and
for the Working Session members only. [It was held
to raise money to provide yarn, fabric, and notions
for those willing to create for the branch.]
Grace concluded her article stating: “It is gratifying
to me, a lifelong resident of this area, to see how
our NGA has been able to grow within the
community and is able to meet the needs of many.”
Note: The late Grace Dungan was a second
generation NGA member (four more generations of
her family have followed in her footsteps), and
served in various leadership capacities for nearly 60
years. We are happy to share a glimpse of some of
her branch memories.
Another Note: In 2013, our branch will be 75 years
old. Should we celebrate? How? If you are
interested in being part of the planning of a possible
celebration, please call Mertz 215-357-0121.
MAYBE…MAYBE NOT
By Maryanna Trembath
Occasionally, Jack and I eat at a Chinese Eatery.
Recently my fortune cookie stated “Failure is the
opportunity to begin again more intelligently.” That
saying follows the “Trembath Rule for Projects”
early in our marriage – “Do it once to learn how and
the second time to do it right.” But Jack and I
weren’t willing to buy into my fortune that day. If
your activity is based on your intelligence or use
thereof, we go along with it only if you have had the
opportunity to develop that intellectual potential.
But just think how many other things contribute to
failures that are not intellectual: resources, location,

Continued from previous page

education, transportation, timing, adequate food and
housing, appearance, etc.
We talked more about this before leaving the
restaurant. We felt we would indeed be fortunate to
learn in life if “Failure was only the opportunity to
begin again more intelligently.” and are glad that is
the case for us most of the time. We also reinforced
our belief that being part of NGA and providing
people with basic needs levels life’s playing field
for them just a bit.

good humor, laughter and a sprig of smiles. Serve with
faith, unselfishness and hope.
This recipe will keep N.G.A. fresh and nourishing for
more than one hundred years. You will find it a source
of strength and joy for your neighbors and yourself.

Just a note about Jack’s appearance (picture on page 2) at
this year’s Let It Snow Ice Cream Social:
Mertz thought her husband looked “rather” (?) silly.
Bev sent her this e-mail:
“I liked Jack's outfit - it reminded me of Christmas
cards from people in warm climates such as Florida
where Santa is dressed in a Hawaiian shirt for the
warm climate rather than the red suit.”

Goes to show you, we notice and form opinions on how
people are dressed…even in fun. He had a choice on his
outfit; some people don’t.

RECIPE FOR N.G.A.
As found in the 100th Anniversary Cookbook of
The Needlework Guild of America
Shared by Laura Castle
1 c. inspiration
½ c. perseverance
½ c. enthusiasm
3 c. love
2 c. charity
1 Tbsp. good humor
2 tsp. laughter
Optional Ingredients:
1 cluster of knitters
1 seasoning of sewers
1 thoughtfulness of buying
1 wisdom of giving
1 strength of sharing
With confidence, mix inspiration with enthusiasm and
perseverance. Gently fold in love and charity. Add as
many optional ingredients as desired. With patience
cook in the warmth of friendliness. Then sprinkle with
Southampton Branch 2012 Fall Newsletter

Page 6

Some of us make donations, a few sew, some sticker, others
shop, while others do computer tasks. Here Sue shares
some of her handiwork with Lynn

STAY AT HOME, HELP OTHERS,
AND ENJOY
Philabundance, a Delaware Valley-based non-profit
working to reduce hunger, food insecurity and
malnutrition in our area, recently sent out a mailing
stating “Hunger is no ball – so we’re not having
one!” They encouraged their readers to consider the
costs of going to a ball…the gown and/or tuxedo,
the meal, travel, and the parking and donate that
amount to support their cause. They help provide
nutritious meals averaging $.50 each.
Our branch has creative, dedicated shoppers who
search for quality, current-styled new clothing;
comfy linens; and practical toiletries and purchase
them to be given away at our distributions. Just a
thought! If many people in our area can’t meet their
own or their family’s basic food needs, do you think
they have funds for new clothes, bed-linens, or
toiletries? Perhaps you’d like to watch a movie at
home, skip the Starbucks coffee and snack, or miss
the “ball” and donate those saved funds to support
NGA’s mission.
Checks can be made payable to the “Southampton
Branch of NGA,” given to a branch leader, or
mailed directly to Karen Fesmire, Treasurer, 960 E.
Maple Ave., Southampton, PA 18966.

Our secretary, Karen, shared the minutes of our previous
meeting at the May Branch Luncheon Meeting. November
10, 2012 is our next Branch Luncheon Meeting. All are
welcome to come share a good time, learn together, and
make decisions regarding our branch.

Although corn on the cob was not served to all at the Ice
Cream Social, Jacob, our next to the youngest in
attendance, enjoyed his treat.

MERGER ANNOUNCEMENT
We recently received the following notice:
“We are writing to inform you that as of July 1, 2012,
the following local United Ways merged to form United
Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey
(UWGPSNJ):
1. United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
(UWSEPA)
2. United Way of Southeast Delaware County, PA
3. United Way of Atlantic County, NJ
4. United Way of Burlington County, NJ
5. United Way of Camden County, NJ
6. United Way of Cape May County, NJ
7. United Way of Greater Cumberland County, NJ
…“
The Southampton Branch of NGA United Way Donor
Choice number is good in these areas and remains
024360. If you have any questions or concerns please
contact the United Way of Greater Philadelphia and
Southern New Jersey at 1-800-417-8742. Select prompt
#3 to speak with a representative from Donor Services.

We have several husband and wife teams who work to help
us assist others. Gail and Jack are some of our newer
recruits. They got involved because of the auction.
We want to thank all of our branch leaders, contributors,
and volunteers for their part in our success. We especially
want to highlight the outstanding leadership of those at
Southampton Estates. They have a great team of leaders
and co-leaders and a very well orchestrated method to
encourage participation in our branch. Congratulations on
a job well done.

In Bucks County, you must specify the Southampton
Branch of NGA C/o M Trembath, 7 Kay Drive,
Churchville, PA 18966.
We thank all those who have supported our work
through United Ways and invite others to consider us for
your “Donor Choice.” Your contribution to us will
provide direct services (new clothes, linens, and
toiletries) to people in need in the Delaware Valley.
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Price tags are removed and each item is labeled with a
sticker that states “This new item is a gift from caring
friends in the Southampton Branch of NGA.”

Southampton Branch 2012 Fall Newsletter
C/o M. Trembath, President
7 Kay Drive
Churchville, PA 18966
Check us out at Laura’s website
www.ngasouthamtponbranch.org
NGA is registered as required. A copy of the
official registration and financial information
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

BRANCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(Our branch activities are held at the North and Southampton
Reformed Church, 1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA.)

October 10 – Working Session 9 am – noon (west)
*October 15 - 18 INGATHERING (east wing)
October 15 - 3-5 pm auditorium set up;
directors’ deliver labeled collections
7:00 -9 pm Boy Scouts move
items; items sorted for allocation
October 16 – 9:30-11:30 am; 6-8:30 pm
October 17 – 9:30-11:30 am; 1-3 pm,
7:15 – 8:30 pm Girl Scouts
October 18 – 9:30-10:30 agency pick-up
*We need help at each of these sessions. We will
have few sit down jobs at these times however.
November 4 - Auction Set-up *12:30 – 5 pm (east)
1-2:30 pm acceptance of sale items
*November 10 – 8:30 am doors open, Auction
begins at 9 am (east wing)

November 14 – Working Session (west wing)
Noon –Branch Fall Luncheon Meeting All contributors of items, monies, and time; branch
directors and leaders; and all interested individuals
are welcome.
(This is the official notification of this branch
meeting.)
December 12 – 9–11:30 am Working Session
January 9 - 9-11:30 am Working Session

38th Annual Auction

November 10, 2012
Doors open at 8:30; Sale begins at 9 am
Hope to see you and your friends there!

Next Auction March 9, 2013.

