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FALL 2009
HOW MANY LIVES?

N-G-A, Rah!
By Laura Castle

A solicitation from UNICEF-United States Fund
2009 Children’s Appeal asked, “How many
children’s lives have you already saved?”
That really got me to thinking…how many
children’s lives have we in the Southampton
Branch of NGA saved. Studies show that (1)
child abuse is greatly reduced when the basic
needs of a family are being met; (2) teen selfdestruction is lessened when they feel good
about themselves as is teen pregnancy.
Remember how you look is often how you feel
and having a choice to dress like those around
you can make all the difference in your selfesteem. Having no choice gives far less chance
for a positive self-image.
So we in NGA can ask, “How many children’s
lives have we already saved?” And the answer is
most likely far more than we can imagine.
Through our gifts of new clothes, linens and
toiletries we give lots of boys and girls an
opportunity to grow to adulthood and lead
productive lives.

NOVEMBER 7 FALL AUCTION
Doors open at 8:30 am
NOVEMBER 1 from 1 – 2:30 pm ONLY auction items
accepted in the Reformed Church Auditorium
Mark your calendar and plan to bring your friends
for a day of fun and bargains!
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On Wednesday, June 10, many people
gathered in the North & Southampton
Reformed Church auditorium for our annual
branch social. Among a mix of games, raffles,
and slideshows, everyone participated in
cheering on the NGA team. This was led by
four special cheerleaders. The point of the
cheer was to show the importance of NGA’s
work and encourage involvement.
At first, the cheerleaders got up and stood in
front of the room with sad faces because they
did not have any uniforms or pompoms. (They
didn’t feel like cheerleaders.) This
demonstrated that people who are unable to
dress appropriately and be prepared for their
job are not always happy or productive. NGA’s
job is to make those people happy and
productive by giving them what they need to
fit in and do the job.
Continued page 3

SUMMER’S OVER
Summer is over and the living is not easy for
many people. That’s especially true for those
who are poor and can’t provide for their own
and/or their family’s basic needs. What a
situation to find your-self in! I can only imagine
– thank goodness.
Our branch collected, bought, sorted, stickered,
allocated, packed and gave over 5,900 items in
August. We purchased over 2,400 pairs of socks
and gave 96 back packs and many school totes
along with a large assortment of back-to-school
fashions. (That makes a total of 15,176 items
that our branch has given to people in need so far
this year.) Don’t forget we have our large
Ingathering give-away on October 22 (agency
pick up between 10 and 11 am) and a
December distribution on the 9th.

Volunteers of all ages worked together to prepare all
the new items for distribution.

VALUABLE LESSON
An Immeasurable Gift
By Lynn Castle
America is an extremely giving nation. It seems
to be part of our nature to volunteer or give
service to those less fortunate than ourselves. A
wonderful way to teach your children this
valuable lesson would be to make volunteering a
part of your family traditions and
memories. Particularly during the holiday
2009 Southampton Branch Fall Newsletter

2
seasons, giving of your time, talents, and
resources tells our children that the essence of
celebration is what we give to others. NGA gives
families the opportunity to give time and
resources. During Ingathering in October, or
anytime during the year, a family could
give their time by helping to sort and label items
or their resources by purchasing items to be
given to others less fortunate. Valuable lessons
are taught when families make giving a priority.
Pass on the gift of caring this year by giving to
NGA with your family. The benefits are
immeasurable!

THE SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
NETWORK OF
CARING AND SHARING
Our volunteers (men, women, and kids of all
ages) work many tireless hours raising money,
making wise purchases, hand-fashioning lovely
items that are crocheted, knitted, and/or sewn
with love and concern, sorting and stickering
donations and purchases, communicating with
representatives of our distributing agencies,
allocating our gifts so they go to those who truly
need them and through agencies that are able to
distribute them, packing our contributions for
“needy” clients of our partner agencies, and
keeping complete records of all our activity.
Here we share some comments from some of our
partner agencies regarding the impact of our
NGA gifts.
Belmont Center for Comprehensive
Treatment – (Mental health adult outpatient day
program)
Colleen who lives in a personal care
home and subsists on minimal funding from the
state had a fire at her home and lost many of her
belongings. She and her roommate Melania
were able to replenish clothing and toiletries
because of NGA donations. Your donations are
extremely important to our clients for you give
them an opportunity to have new clothing when
typically they are given only hand-me-downs.
Continued page 4

N-G-A Rah!

Continued from page 1
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Once the cheerleaders were given NGA t-shirts,
pompoms, and signs, the cheering began.
“N-G-A, Rah!
N-G-A, Rah!
N-G-A, N-G-A, Rah, Rah, Rah!”

Sundays (that’s sundaes) on Wednesday night,
cheered about outstanding accomplishments in
2008, had great fellowship, and held a small
auction. We raised over $500 at this special
celebration and hope that everybody feels that
they are vital part of our caring and sharing.

Between each repetition of the cheer, someone
from each table of participants stood up to read a
fact about NGA. Mertz then elaborated on these.
NGA Southampton branch has done a good job
of sharing branch facts with its volunteers and
the community. We were happy that most people
knew the facts already, such as the mission
statement of NGA and what kinds of items NGA
accepts.
Make sure you come out to next year’s social to
see what else we can come up with! Maybe a
new cheer since we recently found out that many
Southampton Branch volunteers were involved
in cheerleading, color guard, flags and marching
band in high school! We might get to see a
demonstration! Well, maybe…

We had toppings of every description and had fun
making and eating our spectacular creations.

In these economically challenging
times, we have been told over and
over again by the media to go
shopping in our closet. What if it’s
empty? Or, what if we don’t even
have a closet? Hmm?

How do you prepare ice cream for 70 people? You
scoop ahead of time. Tom, Jack, and Bob did the trick.

I scream…You scream…
We all scream for…NGA
We gathered in June to celebrate our branch’s
successes and mission. We made and ate
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Karen got a workout as the clerk of our mini-auction
during the ice cream social.

Network Sharing…

Continued from page 2

Bethesda Project, Inc. – (Homeless shelter
system for 1800 men in Philadelphia)
We have an excellent system for
distributing, laundering, and replacing clothing
to those who most need it. But, we depend
100% on organizations like NGA to provide
those resources. Our “pipeline” would dry up
with out you. Many thanks for all that NGA
does for our homeless guests.
Bucks County Head Start - (Federal program
for enrichment of low income pre-schoolers and
their families)
There was a woman and her three
children that fled an abusive relationship from
out of state. She was referred to BCHS. She
literally had to start over. We were able to
provide her with many, much-needed necessities
– from diapers to toiletries, shoes and more. She
was so surprised by the graciousness and
generosity and had much gratitude for the
support we provided. This support was made
possible by our continuing relationship with your
NGA. Thanks you for helping us help them.
Cedar Avenue House and Elizabeth House –
(Residence and programs for adults recovering
from either alcohol or substance abuse)
We aim to provide a healthy, supportive
environment for males and females to live in
order to gain strength, some measure of personal
security, and a chance to begin a “new life” by
breaking destructive patterns of behavior. We
love the help from NGA. You provide the
beginning for these individuals to feel whole
again and much better about themselves.
Lenape Valley Foundation – (Mental health
support)
Consumers who are new parents have
been able to spread limited resources by virtue of
the clothing received. One adult consumer was
able to find work, in part, because of NGA
donated clothing worn to the interview. We have
come to anticipate, and even depend, on the fall
distribution to help our clientele prepare for
winter.
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Libertae – (Halfway house for women and
women with children to 12 years old)
A resident arrives from jail with only the
clothes on her back and getting new clean
sheets, a toothbrush, her own towel, and maybe a
body spray makes her feel like a new woman.
Then to be able to find something new to wear is
just empowering and freeing. Your gifts provide
comfort and basic necessities that as a non-profit
we would otherwise not be able to provide.
Your wonderful donations reach many people
here. Thank you for your good work.
No Longer Bound, Inc. - (Programs and
services for five low-income communities in
Bristol)
Because of the nation’s economic
problems, many of the residents in these
locations have experienced loss of jobs through
layoffs and cutbacks. Parents have been unable
to afford useable clothing for their children. The
Southampton Branch of NGA has filled that void
with the donations they have provided NLB.
You have been especially generous to our
clients. Ruby wrote she would not be able to
clothe her children this year if not for your
donations. Patrick, who became unemployed,
was overjoyed when he was presented with
enough clothing to help his entire family. Thank
you! You have truly been a blessing, especially
in times such as these.
Philadelphia Department of Human Services,
Children and Youth Division – Child Abuse
Hotline – (Support and placement of abandoned,
abused, neglected and unwanted children)
The NGA clothing donations provide our
children (0-17 years) with new clothing that they
can use and then have when they arrive at the
office with dirty, inappropriate, or very little
clothing. This helps to increase the self-esteem
of youngsters during a very vulnerable time. The
staff, as well as clients, is very appreciative of
the generosity of NGA in meeting our need for
clothing for our neediest clients during most
difficult times.

Today, Inc. – (Housing and programs for men
[18 beds] and teen boys and girls [68 beds] who
have had a chemical dependency)
Our adult men feel confident to go on job
interviews knowing they are dressed
appropriately. Our adolescents feel the
community truly cares about them through the
outreach efforts of NGA. Having new things,
and not hand-me-downs, has made a big
difference to our kids. Without the help of
NGA, we would have a tremendous financial
burden and would not be able to provide as much
as our clients need. Our staff who teaches life
skills can provide new clothing to dress for
success and also see increases in self-esteem.
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We anticipate the help of Boy Scouts, two troops of Girl
Scouts, parents of nursery school students, our regular
volunteers and friends to carry out our fall Ingathering
and distribution. It takes teamwork. It’s a BIG job.

INGATHERING SCHEDULE
Monday, October 19 4-5 & 7-8 items received
Tuesday, October 20 9:30-12 & 6-8:30 pm
Sorting, stickering and allocating
Wednesday, October 21 3-5 & 7-8:30 pm
Sorting, stickering and allocating
Thursday, October 22 9–10 records prepared
Thursday October 22
10 -11 am
Agency pick-up
Ruthie Mendoza was recognized for her dedication to
helping others, for her loyalty and commitment to our
mission and work, and for being an important part of
our NGA branch family as she and Mike move to NM.
If you have time and like computer work, the position
of Secretary of Records is vacant because of Ruthie’s
move. Tell Mertz (215-357-0121) you’re interested.

Agencies, please make sure to arrange for the
pick up of gifts for your needy clients in a
timely manner. The building is used by
others at noon on Thursday. Be prepared!

UNITED WAY AND OUR BRANCH
Consider giving your United Way contributions
to the Southampton Branch of NGA. Our
vendor number is 024360. Folks in NJ and midPA have added their support this way. Please
note that the Bucks County United Way does not
use this vendor number and donations for our
branch must be clearly indicated as such. In
2008, we received over $650 through United
Way contributions directed to us. We thank all
who support us in this way.
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We are pleased to share Ann Simon’s adorable,
handcrafted creations with you. They are fit for a
princess. Thanks to all who lovingly make beautiful
items to share.

2008 Southampton Branch
INCOME AND EXPENSES
Source
Donations directly to
treasurer
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Income

Expenses

Profit

General

100.00

100.00

Memorials

335.00

335.00

United Way

656.67

656.67

March Auction
Directors

3,676.30
9,324.00

77.00

3,599.30

November Auction

3,599.25

90.00

590.00

277.29

3,509.25
312.71

Picnic
Total

$18,281.22

Branch Operating Expenses
Postage, stickers, copies,
paper, etc.
Newsletters
Spring

Nat’l dues

$444.29 $8,512.93
™

330.74
373.16

Total

Directors Purchases
Total number items
purchased

New Clothes for New Tomorrows

220.14

Fall

Branch Purchases - # bought

310.00

$1,234.04
12,603

$9,246.68

6,921

$5,826.00

19,524

Ave $.78
$15,072.68 per item

We’d like to share some 2008 Southampton Branch facts with you:
1. Our branch gave away 32,435 new items of clothes, linens, and toiletries last year.
2. Director/leaders collected, made, and/or bought 13,056 of those items.
3. Rite Aid associates contributed 1,132 items for distribution and articles for our auction.
4. We had gross receipts of $18,281. (From individuals, groups, residential establishments
(Southampton Estates), businesses, churches (St. John’s Methodist), director/leaders’ collections,
our auctions, 70th birthday party, United Way, memorials and honorees.
5. Our branch spent $15,072 to buy 19,524 items to share at an average cost of $.78 per item.
6. Our gifts were given to people in dire need through 15 area partner agencies.
Result: Little groups of people – that’s you and me - working together can and do have a huge impact on
the lives of those around them.
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TIDBITS FROM LAURA
** When traveling, make sure you save the mini
toiletries that hotels give out. They are perfect,
cost-free donations to NGA. During our Fall
Ingathering, NGA gives out HUNDREDS of
toiletries to needy people in the Bucks,
Montgomery, and Philadelphia counties. You
can bring those items (along with any other new
clothes, linens, and toiletries) to the North &
Southampton Reformed Church auditorium on
Monday, October 19 from 4-5 and 7-8pm.
**At the end of the past winter season, I found
fleece hats at Old Navy for less than 30¢ each,
originally priced at $7.99 each. I bought all of
them – over 200! Be on the lookout for great
end-of-season deals as summer is ending. NGA
and the needy people in our area can always use
your help.
**You’ve probably seen the school buses and
kids walking to school recently. But did you
know that the average age of a homeless person
in the United States is 7 years old? A first grader.
Please help NGA help them by donating your
items, money, and time.

SOCKS
Mr. T, from No Longer Bound, talked with us
late this summer. He was SO pleased with the
number of socks, among other wonderful things,
that his agency got for before school distribution.
He reported that we had no idea how many
children benefited from our very generous gifts
and hard work. The kids will be comfortable and
their shoes will last longer, too.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR DONATIONS
1. Infant and items for school-aged children
are most needed.
2. Any size new clothes, linens and
toiletries are needed by clients of our
partner agencies.
3. Throws, or covers should be a minimum
of 36” by 45” .
4. If you are making hats, smaller sizes are
most needed.
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FUN, BUT IT DIDN’T FEEL GOOD
By Mertz Trembath
My 13 year-old nephew, Ross, had a great
opportunity! He had been taken to the gym to
shoot basketballs and was asked by the owner if
he would like to join him and others going to the
PGA Women’s Golf Open taking place in
Bethlehem. Off they went.
We happened to be having dinner with his family
when he returned home. “How was it?” we
asked. Guess how he answered? He said he
really felt he wasn’t dressed for the occasion (he
had on basketball shorts and a t-shirt with the
sleeves cut out); he wished he had been dressed
differently; they must have walked at least 6
miles; they had fun and a good supper at a nice
place. Ross felt that he didn’t fit in. It was the
first thing he shared. Just think what it would
feel like to go out in life everyday with such
feelings.

DON’T BE CONFUSED
NGA, Inc,. headquartered in Warminster, is the
national parent administrative organization of the
local NGA volunteer branches in various
communities and states. The Southampton
Branch is part of NGA, Inc, However,
contributions to our branch are used to help
needy people in the Greater Delaware Valley.
Contributions to NGA, Inc. help with the
administrative costs of the national organization.
HOW MANY READ?
How many people are reading our newsletter?
Laura and Ali Castle have put this coupon for a
free cookie at the next auction in this issue to
see. Bring it on November 7 to get a yummy
cookie and to show them you do read our
publication. (No reproductions accepted.)
Coupon good for
ONE FREE homemade cookie
At the November 7, 2009
Fall Branch Auction
“NGA cookie only”
Thanks for supporting our Branch!

Fall 2009 Southampton Branch Newsletter
C/o M. Trembath, President
7 Kay Drive
Churchville, PA 18966
Check us out at Laura’s website:
www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org
NGA is registered as required. A copy of the
official registration and financial information
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll free,
within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

B. J. BURNLEY CO.
American-Made Sportswear

8866 Route 522
Middleburg, PA 17842




 Jackets
 Socks
 Specials

Fleecewear
Knitwear
Blankets

ALL AT BARGAIN PRICES
Plus Freight Paid - Nationwide
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For years Ben Burnley has been supplying our branch with high-quality, bargain-priced items for distribution. We appreciate
his continued interest and support of our mission.
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